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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study: (1) fundamental background of water
user group members, (2) farmers' participation level, (3) factors relating to farmers'
participation, (4) comparison of farmers' participation, and (5) problems and suggestions on
farmers participation in irrigation management.

The population in this study were 851 farmers who were water user group
members. The samples of 275 were selected by using stratified random sampling. The
samples were divided into three groups in three irrigation canal areas, these were the
beginning area, the middle area, and the end area. The data were collected by using
interviewed questionnaire. The statistical methods used to analyze data by computer program
were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum and maximum values,
multiple regression analysis, and one-way analysis of variance.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of samples were male, the
average age was 48.26 years, educated at lower primary level, average occupied area was
18.97 rai, average annual income was 40,376.36 baht, and average duration of being water
user group member was 9.51 years. oses of this research were to study: (1) fundamental
background of water user group members, (2) the overall participation of the farmers in
irrigation management in every process was at “much” level. oses of this research were to
study: (1) fundamental background of water user group members, (3) Factors affecting
farmer's participation in irrigation management, it was found that there were four independent
variables at .01 statistical significance, the positive variables were the duration of being the
water user group member and the benefit of irrigation management, while the negative ones
were the information acknowledgement in irrigation management, and participation in
meetings, training seminars and field studies. oses of this research were to study: (1)
fundamental background of water user group members, (4) Comparison of the participation in
overall irrigation management, it was found that there was a difference among the three
groups, from the testing in pairs, it was found that the group in the beginning area of the canal
was different from the one in the middle area and the one at the end area of the canal, but
there was no difference between the one in the middle area and the one at the end area of the
canal, the one in the beginning area had participated in the irrigation management the most of
all. 5) The problems on farmers' participation in the irrigation management, it was found that
the water user group members did not follow the regulations, and lack of participation in
water usage and irrigation maintenance; For the suggestions on the irrigation management,
the farmers suggested that the irrigation officials in public relation section should create an
understanding among the farmers and strengthen the irrigation management by persuading the
farmers to participate in irrigation management all the time.
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