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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were (1) to describe relationship, role, and influence of crony

capitalism during Field Marshal Thanom Kittikajorn regime that affected political, economic and social

systems; (2) to indicate relationship, role, and influence of crony capitalism during Pol. Lt. Co!. Thaksin

Shinawatra regime that affected political, economic and social systems; and (3) to compare crony

capitalism between Thanom Kittikajorn and Thaksin Shinawatra regimes.

This research was a descriptive research. The population was academic, politician and

mass media groups. The selected sample had knowledge on the governance OfThanom and Thaksin.

The research instruments were interview forms and primary and secondary documents. Data from

primary and secondary documents and interviewing were presented using descriptive analysis.

The research findings showed that (I) relationship in crony capitalism during Thanom

regime was actual kindred and centered around military elite. During Thaksin regime, kinship included

actual kindred and more extended kins. The relationship was vertical. During Thanom regime,

politicians led businessmen, but during Thaksin regime, businessmen controlled over politicians. The

capitalists directly took part in political positions, not indirectly as in Thanom regime. (2) During

Thanom regime, role and influence of crony capitalism was not evident and did not set up policy

directly. That was different from Thaksin regime where kinship capitalists of Thaksin created more

policies and showed that they completely facilitated their kins more. (3) Crony capitalism of both

regimes affected political, economic and society systems. In the political system, political changes were

found more severe during Thaksin regime than Thanom regime. The economic system was led to a

monopoly system. The social system turned to be consumerism and state dependency, hence caused

corruption problems.
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