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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the forms and methods of vote buying
used by candidates of House of Representatives in Phop Phra Municipality, Tak Province; (2) to study
the effects of this vote buying on politics in that area; and (3) to recommend ways of solving the
problem of vote buying candidates of House of Representatives.

This was a qualitative research. The population and the sample consisted of 15 people
including six community heads in Phop Phra Municipality, Tak Province, five heads of different
groups (the president of the kumnan and village headman club, the president of the women’s group, the
president of the modern female political leaders club, and the president of the local newspaper club) and
four government officials including the sheriff of Phop Phra District, the deputy of Phop Phra District,
the director of Baan Phop Phra Community School, and the election director of Tak Province. Data were
collected using interview forms.

The results showed that (1) In Phop Phra Municipality, Tak Province, vote buying was
usually done in two ways: directly by giving out cash or gifts via canvassers, and indirectly by making
donations to various organizations like schools or temples, taking into consideration the political
situation at the time, (2) The effects of vote buying in Phop Phra Municipality, Tak Province were not
increasing revenue in the municipality but were creating a value of selfishness in which money is seen
as more important than democracy. Another effect was increased division in society as people took
political sides, leading to political disputes among relatives and attacks against competing politicians.
(3) The problem of vote buying should be addressed by revising relevant legislature to make the
penalties more severe so that elections will be pure and fair and by holding public campaigns to educate
people about the negative effects of vote buying. This can help build a new political attitude and raise

people’s awareness to use their power in the democratic system.
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