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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the structure and cohesion of 61 amusing
discourses appearing in "Daily News” newspapers. The study also aims to investigate
problems occurring in the interpretation of the amusi_ng discourses. Data was collected
from 2 sample groups who have different educational levels, i.e., 30 students at
Matayom 3 {Grade 9) and 30 undergraduate students. The study was conducted by
means of questionnaires, which were distributed to 60 subjects.

The research results are as follows:

1. Amusing discourses are composed of 4 elements: aperture, introduction,
nucleus/body and conclusion. The conclusion can be further categorized into 3 types:
parody, coda and satire.

2. The cohesion of the amusing discourses relates to their structural
arrangement.

3. The educational levels of readers have an influence on their interpretation of
the amusing discourses; that is, those with the higher educaticn are able to understand
the discourses different from the lower education ones.

4. The language factor is important to the interpretation of amusing discourses

whereas the socio-cultural factor lead to the achievement of amusing discourses.,





