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This 2™ year experiment was carried out to investigate effect of forage g;rass species
on organic production systems grown on Korat soil series (Oxic Paleustults). A field study
was conducted from April 2007 to April 2008 at Khon Kaen University Experimental Farm,
Northeast, Thaitand. The experiment was laid out in 3 x 4 factorial and arranged in a
randqmized complete block design (RCBD) with 4 replications. Twelve treatment
combinations consisted of 3 species of grasses i.e. Ruzi grass (Brachiaria ruziziensis),
Purple Guinea grass (Panicum maximum cv. TD 58) and Taiwan Napier grass (Pennisetum
purpureum cv. Taiwan) and 4 organic production systems i.e. control (no all chemicals),
cattle manure (CM) at a rate of 25 t/ha, broadcast seeds at rates of 6.25 kg/ha of both
Verano stylo (Stylosanthes hamata cv. Verano) and Wynn cassia (Chamaecrista rotundifolia
cv. Wynn).

The results showed that total dry weight yield of grass (g) from 1 year of 5 harvests
of grass species (G) and organic production systems (S) were high significant differences
(p<0.01). There were no significant differences (p>0.05) for dry weights of Purple Guinea
and Ruzi. S with CM gave the highest dry weight of g of 11,112 kg/ha. G and S gave high
significance in dry weights of grass (g) and grass-legume mixtures (g+l). There were no
significant differences for dry weights of g+l in Purple Guinea and in Ruzi. CM gave the
highest dry weight of g (in g+l) of 11,112 kg/ha. S with Verano Stylo gave significantly higher
dry weight of g+l than Wynn cassia.

There were interactions between G and S on dry weight yields of g (p<0.05), g+
(p<0.05) and weeds (p<0.01). G with CM gave the highest dry weight yield of Purple Guinea
of 15,591 kg/ha. Napier with CM gave the highest of weed dry weight of 5,580 kg/ha. The
lowest weed dry weight of 275 kg/ha was obtained from Ruzi-Wynn cassia mixture.

For bulk density of Korat soil series after the final harvest, the results showed that
there were significant differences (p<0.05) for soil bulk density in G and S. Ruzi plot gave
the lowest soil bulk density of 1.58 g/cm3. The lowest soil bulk density of 1.57 g/cm3was also
found in CM system. After final harvest, all 3 grass species and 4 production systems gave

higher in soil fertilities than initial soil.
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With the forage quality, G gave highly significant differences in the valués of CP, NDF,

ADF, ADL and ash contents and DMD (at 48 hours in cattle rumen) where grass— legume
mixtures were used. Napier grass gave the highest CP and ash cohtents, i.e. 12.80 and 9.04
%, respectively. At the same time it gave the lowest values of NDF and ADF with the values
of 61.26 and 35.33 %, respectively. Ruzi grass gave the highest value of DMD, whilst the
production system with the use of Verano Stylo gave the highest values of CP and DMD with
the values of 12.09 and 78.75 %, respectively whilst NDF value of grass-legume gave the

lowest value of 58.22 %.





