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The purposes of this descriptive' study were to determine management of chemical safety at
workplaces in Thailand and find the problems in using the data. This study was conducted during August to
November 2005 by mailing questionnaires to 617 workplaces obtained by cluster sampling techniques. The
response rate was 66.0 percent. Interviews were conducted in 5 sampled workplaces. Data was analyzed by
using SPSS program. Interviews were presented in text.

This study found that most of the responders (63%) of the questionnaires were the safety officer taken
180 hours training from Ministry of Labour certified institute. The workplaces had complete data for every
substance for 69.9 percent and the main reason for not having complete data was the supplier did not provide
one to them. /

The majority of the person responsible for the data was the safety officer in the workplaces (42%),
and most of data was kept in hard copy only. Most of them (old and ne\;v data) were put into files with tables of
content (74.3 %). Regarding components of data, the most frequently found was the name of the chemicals /
products. Ninety three point two percents of them were in Thai, and 35.5 % of them were sorted by the safely
officers. Regarding data retrieving, 65.3 % of workplaces used to search on internet, and 77 % updated the (;ata.
Eighty four point three percents of workplaces reviewed data before use and compared data from different
sources. The discrepancy was found for 24.1 %. The most frequently searched websfte was the Department of
Pollution Control (25%). The workplaces posted these data in working area for 91.5 % and trained their
employees to understand the data. Regarding chemical injuries, the most frequently found was chemical splash
to eyes and body. The most frequent incident was chemical spill. Most workplaces used these material safety
data in emergency preparedness.

Most frequent problems were incompleted data (66.8%). The interview revealed that they were
suggestion target group to set up an agency or organization to arrange database and reply the questions.

In conclusion, this study revealed that most workplaces did not use the database in management and
some employees did not realize the hazards although they have worked with chemicals. The existing

management system should, therefore, be improved.





