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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to (1) study the actual and expected
participation in health promotion for elderly people of communities under the
responsibility of Somdej Phra Yanasungworn Hospital; (2) compare the actual and
expected community participation in health promotion for elderly people based on the
opinions of community people; and (3) compare opinions of service providers,
community leaders, and elderly people regarding community participation in health
promotion for elderly people; and (4) propose guidelines for promotion of community
participation in health promotion for elderly people.

The employed research sample totaling 132 persons consisted of 13
service providers, 70 community leaders, and 49 elderly people. The employed data
collecting instruments/methods comprised a rating scale questionnaire, interviews,
and focus group discussions. Data were analyzed with the use of the percentage,
mean, standard deviation, t-test, one-way analysis of variance, Scheffe method for
pair-wise comparison, and content analysis.

Research findings were as follows: (1) the actual participation in health
promotion for elderly people of all communities and each community group under the
responsibility of Somdej Phra Yanasungworn Hospital was at the moderate level;
while the expected participation of all communities and each community group was at
the high level; (2) significant differences were found at the .01 level between the
actual level and the expected level of community participation in health promotion for
elderly people for both the overall participation and in each participation step as
perceived by respondents; (3) opinions of service providers, community leaders, and
elderly people were significantly different at the .01 level regarding community
participation in health promotion for both the overall participation and in each
participation step; and (4) as for guidelines for promotion of community participation
in health promotion for elderly people, there should be a survey of health problems of
elderly people and disseminate the information on findings to all community
members so that they be made aware of the values and importance of elderly people;
every community member should participate in planning and organizing various
activities to meet the needs of elderly people; understanding on benefits to obtain
should be enhanced; and there should be periodic and continuous evaluation of the
program to be participated by all people concerned.
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