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Abstract

The objectives of the research on the topic “The Influences of Crime News’
Headlines on the Front Page in Thai Daily Newspapers Affecting the Readers” were to
study the readers’ opinions towards Crime news’ headlines on the front page in Thai
daily newspapers including responsibility and realize the ethic of Crime news’ headline
for the front page editors of Thai daily newspapers.

This qualitative research was semi experiment and after only design,
conducted among 5 groups of experimental samples from merchants, university
students, social work scholars, psychiatrists and psychologists, and Thai language
scholars. To collect the data, the 96 Crime news’ headline words (24 headlines/each
newspaper) of Thairath, Dailynews, Matichon, and Naewna on 1 January — 31 December
2008 were treatments, selected for the samples instantly reading and expressing their
opinions towards the headlines including their impacts without any comparison group.
Furthermore, In-depth Interview about the issues on responsibility and the ethic
awareness of Crime news’ headlines on the newspaper front page was used in data
collection from the 4 relevant persons in newspaper field both senior news editors and
front page editors of Thai daily newspapers. Consequently, the analysis of the data and
the results of this study were reported with description.

The results indicated that the most of samples demonstrated that Crime
news’ headlines were always presented with violent, emotional, and exaggerated words
in news contents including written over-details of the occurring real incidents to pursue
the readers’ sensation and imagination toward them. Those violent words judged the
person in news as the accused while actually there was no final verdict. Also, the
journalists put their own personal views in crime news’ headlines on the front page.

Additionally, the impacts after reading those headlines, the most of samples
accepted that they felt depressed, unhappy, emotional, and frightened with social
environment in the present including self-precaution all the time as possible. The most
samples of scholars were bored with these headlines and often tried to avoid reading

them. For the impacts on the readers, the most of samples inferred that Crime news’

(3)



headline affected more personal imitation behaviors of the readers. Furthermore, Thai
language scholars said that those attributes of headlines caused confusing and
complicated meanings as following Thai language using degeneracy.

Eventually, the issues on responsibility and the ethic awareness of Crime
news’ headlines of the front page editors from Thai daily newspaper, the readers viewed
that those headlines in the present were still without decency and social responsibility as
possible. In addition, the headlines focused on violence for only newspaper circulation
prospectively. However, 4 editors from the samples of Thai daily newspaper
demonstrated and accepted that the limited area on the front page of newspaper for
Crime news’ headline and the selling point of each news were the cause of indecency in
any headlines. Also, some competence and work experiences in this field of each
newspaper's journalists were entirely different, leading to unexpected mistakes in
headlines in some cases. Therefore, almost newspapers still found the approaches to
develop the Crimes news’ headlines on the front page with appropriately to balance

social responsibility and business survivals amidst the battle of competition as well.



