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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to investigate: (1) Perceptions regarding early-
warning communication system for those living in areas at high risk of disaster in Ranong
province; (2) their understanding of the system; and (3) their opinions.

This qualitative study obtained data through in-depth interviews, in accordance with
interview guidelines, from 40 purposively selected samples in Moo 2, Ban Thap Neua (Praphat
Beach), Tambon Kamphuan, Suk Samran District, Ranong, which is considered at risk for
disasters. An analytic-descriptive approach was used for data analysis.

Results were as follows: (1) Even after tsunami on December 26, 2004, most
samples did not want to move, and their lifestyles were unchanged. They did express a fear of
tsunami. They reported an understanding of the cause and mechanism. They knew what action to
take in tsunami. They reported monitoring television for earthquake news everyday, followed by
radio and phone calls from relatives; (2) Most samples said that they had a good understanding of
early-warning communication system, including signal towers, knowledge of evacuation
procedures and television and radio announcements; and (3) Most samples felt that warning siren
from the signal towers was not loud enough to be heard, and requested a continuation of tests and
maintenance of the system. Regarding knowledge of evacuation procedures, they felt the
evacuation routes were inappropriate because evacuation through the long and flat routes which
ran along the sea could increase risk. In addition, they suggested warnings and regular

information be presented on television and radio.

Keywords: Perceptions, understanding, opinions, risk areas, early-warning communication

system, disasters



