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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to (1) study the effects of using
rhymes to develop preschool children’s speaking abilities; and (2) compare preschool
children’s speaking abilities before and after using rhymes.

The research population comprised 12 preschool children, aged 3 —4
years, studying in the first semester of the 2007 academic year at Rambhai Barni
Rajabhat University demonstration school in Chanthaburi province. The experiment
took place for 12 weeks. The employed instruments were rhymes created by the
researcher, activity plans for the use of rhymes, and a speaking ability test. Statistics
employed for data analysis were the mean, standard deviation, development rate, and
relative gain score.

The research findings showed that (1) using rhymes resulted in the
increase of preschool children’s following speaking abilities: expression of wants,
expression of opinions, telling stories, and asking questions, based on relative gain
scores; and (2) preschool children’s speaking abilities after partaking in the activities
using thymes were higher than their counterpart abilities before partaking in the
activities.
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