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Abstract

Today, it is acceptable, in Thai society, to have only one husband and/or one
wife in one marriage and it is, therefore, unacceptable as a social value to have more
than one spouse at a time. Breaking this cultural rule is, of course, causes damages to
legal stability in marriage which, in some cases, may also result in crime of passion
within the family. These problems will, eventually, affect the society.

Besides, although the civil code disallows practicing polygamy and, too,
assure the spouse’s legal right, when there is a lawbreaker, i.e., living with other person
as a wife or husband during his or her legal marriage, the current criminal laws do not
provide any directly or indirectly legal punishment on such practice. This, further, results
in less reliability of the civil laws with respect to the disallowance of having more than
one spouse. |

The United State of America and the United Kingdom of Great Britain provide
for specifically criminal Laws protecting legal trustworthiness of marriage and stability of
family institution by enacting several bases for criminal offences with respect to
misconducts in marriage, i.e., bigamy, polygamy, marrying a bigamist, adultery, and
fornication, for which provide different executions. However, these criminal bases all
have a purpose of protection of the trustworthiness of legal marriage and happiness and
stability of family unit. This thesis, hence, aims to study a scope of the Britain’s and the
United State of America’s criminal laws concerning above offences, with a purpose of
determining a proper scope of criminal laws that suits to problems currently arising in
Thailand. Also, this thesis will provide suggestions regarding the laws that might be, in
the near future, used to solve problems of having more than one spouse during a
currently legal marriage, by providing legal aspects to the wrongdoer, features of the
wrongdoing, and punishments that should be considered in enacting the laws for each

specific base of legal offences.





