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ABSTRACT

The study was aimed to estimate direct unit cost of patient referring at
community hospitals in 4 provinces (Kanchanaburi, Supanburi, Ratchaburi, and
Nakornpratom) in public health zone 6th during fiscal year 2006 (2549 RE.). The
direct unit costs were assessed from providers' point of view, pertaining to referral
system services. The direct costs comprised the capital cost, material costs, and direct
labour costs.

Population in this studied coverage all community hospitals was
consisted of32 community hospitals in four provinces of the Public Health Zone 6th.

Data of all ambulance cars in community hospitals of these four provinces were
collected and analyzed.

The results indicated that the direct unit cost per case referred in fiscal year
2006 varied from 693.63 Baht to 1,882 Baht. The average and median unit costs of
all community hospitals in these four provinces were 1,356 Baht per ambulance
service. Kanchanaburi Province varied from 1,123.67 Baht to 3,275.28 Baht,
Ratchaburi Province varied from 955.63 Baht to 2,010.27 Baht, Supanburi Province
varied from 583.39 Baht to 1,407.61 Baht, Nakornpratom Province varied from
474.29 Baht to 868.30 Baht and direct unit cost per distance varied from 6.51 Baht to
25.24 Baht. The major component of direct unit costs was the labour cost (59%),
followed by capital cost (22%) and material cost (19%).

The amount of reimbursement provided by purchasers to 31 community
hospitals (96.88%) was significantly lower than the direct unit cost estimated by this
study. Community hospitals themselves should also find the other means to reduce
their costs, and the government should reconsider the reimbursement rate for
ambulance services in this region.
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