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CHUTIPONG MALISON: A STuDY OF KHMER MILITARY TERMS.
INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. KANGVOL KHATSHIMA, Ph.D. 214 pp

The purpose of this study is to collect and study the characteristics of Khmer
military terms. The resources used by the researcher came from government documents both
in Thai and Khmer. Some were from the Thai Armed Forces and the Cambodian Armed
Forces. The others were documents from bilateral meetings between Thailand and
Cambodia, which were written in Thai, Khmer and English. And some were from interviews
with Khmer soldiers from 2007-2008. The results found that there are 419 military terms,
which can be grouped as follows.

1) Official terms.This category consists of 33 terms used in the Ministry of
Defence, 20 terms used in the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces Headquarters, 28 terms
used in the Royal Cambodian Army, 26 terms used in the Royal Cambodian Navy and 31
terms used in the Royal Cambodian Air Force. 2) Soldier titles. There were 57 terms found in
this category. 3) Military ranks. There were 57 terms found in this category. 4) Military corps.

There were 26 terms found in this category. 5) Soldier uniforms and tools. This category can
be divided into uniform terms (11 terms were found), accessory terms (23 terms were found)
and equipment terms (38 terms were found). 6) Weapons. This category found 34 terms.
7) Border Affairs terms. This category found 36 terms.

Regarding military terms in Khmer, it was found that most Khmer words were
similar to Thai words, such as names of departments in the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces,
soldier titles, military corps, military ranks, soldier uniforms and tools, weapons, and border
affairs terms. The similarities may come from some Khmer words being borrowed from Pali
and Sanskrit, but some of these words when used in Khmer had different meaning from Thai
words and caused confusion for users. For example, military ranks for generals in Khmer and

Thai both used words like “Tri” (#3), “Do” (In), and “Ek” (1on) to tell the rank of a general.
When comparing the ranks of Khmer generals and Thai generals it was found that the term
for “Brigadier General” is “Udom Seney Trey” (aguicuBw(fi) in Khmer, which is the same level
as “Pol Juttawa” (wa3»111) in Thai, but Thailand no longer uses this rank. The term for “Major

General” which in Khmer is “Udom Seney To” (aguicuBuisy) is equal to “ Pol Tri” (Wwaa3) in Thai.

“Lieutenant General” which in Khmer is “Udom Seney Ek” (agsicuBwin ) is equal to “Pol Tho”
(waln)in Thai. The term for “General” which in Khmer is “Neay Udom Seney” (mwagmmﬁtﬁ)

is equal to “Pol EK” (waten) in Thai.

Concerning military terms, besides the use of Khmer terms and borrowed words
from Pali and Sanskrit, it was also found that words have been borrowed from other
languages, such as French. Borrowed words from French were mostly found in terms that
related to technology and science, such as weapon terms, soldier uniforms and tools.

Department of Oriental Languages Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2009
Student’s signature.................coon,

Independent Study Advisor's signature....................ooeeeinn.
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The Agreed Minutes
of
The Eighth Meeting of the Regional Border Conmnmnittee
between
Cambodia: Third Military Region
and
Thailand: Chanthaburi and Trat Border Defense Command
Koh Kong International Resort Club
Mondolsima District, Koh Kong Province, Cambodia
24-25 November 2004

L INTRODUCTION

I. The Regional Border Committee Meeting between the Third
Military Region of the Kingdom of Cambodia and the Chanthaburi and Trat
Border Defense Command of the Kingdom of Thailand was held at Koh Kong
intermational  Resort Club, Mondolsima  District,  Koh  Kong  Province,
Cambodia from 24-25 November 2004, At the invitation of Licutenant General
Khacw Samuon. Commander of the Third Military Region of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, Vice Admiral Wirat Damrongcharoen, Commander of the
Chanthaburi and Trat Border Defense Command of the Kingdom of Thailand,
led an official delegation of 27 members to attend the Lighth Meeting of the
Regional Border Commitice hosted by the Kingdom of Cambodia.

2. The Eighth Mceting of the Regional Border Commutice between the
Third Military Region of the Kingdom of Cambaodia and the Chanthabur and
Trat Border Defense Command of the Kingdom of Thatland was under the co-
chairmanship of Licutenant General Khaew Samuon, Commander of the Third
Military Regron of the Kingdom of Cambodia and Vice Admiral Wiral
Damrongcharoen, Commander of the Chanthabun and Trat Border Defense
Command of the Kingdom of Thailand. List of members of the Cambaodian
and Thai delegations appear in Annexes I and I respectively.

3. Cambodia and Thailand's Regional Border Committee reviewed
concerned matters and cooperation in the border arcas aiming to cnhance
mutual understanding between relevant authontics of the two countries as well
as cooperation o maintain sccurity along the border arcas

IL OPENING REMARKS

4. Cist of the opening remarks of Licutenant General Khaew Samuon,
Commander of the Third Military Region and  Vice Admiral  Wirat

Damrongcharoen. Commander of the Chanthaburi and Trat Boerder Defense
Command were {follows:

(!

'\

‘J
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The Commander of the Third Military  Region eapressed  his
appreciation to the Commander of the Chanthaburi and Trat Border Defense
Command and his delegates for honoring and accepting the mvitaton 1o
participate in the Eighth Meeting of the Regional Border Commitice held at

Koh Kong International Resort Club.  Mondolsima District. Koh Kong
Province, Cambodia from 24-25 November 2004,

The Commander of the Chanthaburi and Trat Border Defense Command
responded by citing his gratitude and honour to be invited 1o co-chair the
Eighth Mecting of the Regional Border Committee. Hlc made the assurances of
his continuing cooperation with the Cambaodian side to seek more measures and

colutions to the existing problems to be recorded In

the Agreed Minutes as a
reference for the

promotion of mutual benefits of peoples of the two countries.

5. Prior to the Eighth Meeting of the Regional Border Commitiee,
the meeting of the Secretariat of the Regional Border Commitice was held fiom
22-23 November 2004 during which co-chaited by Major General Kong
Bunthon, Deputy Commander of Third
Wasan Suphannarattana, Chict of Staff
Defense Command.

Military Region and Rear Admiral
of the Chanthaburi and Tiat Border

1L ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Both sides adopted agenda of the meeting as appears i Annex 111
m three languages

IV, BILATERAL COOPERATION

The meeting discussed exchanged views extensively and resulted in the
proposal of 14 points for further continuing, cooperation as follows:

1. Land Boundary
Both sides agreed to support the implementation in accordance wit
Clause 5 of the bilateral agrecment on land demarcation signed on 3
November 2000 and also the Joint Ministerial Statement on the Concept Pap
on Thailand-Cambodia Border Points of Entry, Wavs toward New Orde
Effective Border Management, and Greater Bilateral Cooperation made at tl
Toint Cabinet Retreat between the Kingdom of Thatland and the Kingdom
Cambodia held in Siem Reap, Cambodia, and Ubon Ratchatant, Thatland fre
30 May-1 Junc 2003 which endorsed the Coneept Paper a {ramework |
implementing further cooperation on preserving the existing state of
bordertines and their natural environment.
Both sides apreed on the continuing cooperation on the exchange
information between relevant authorities in the border arcas of the 1
countrics so as to help prevent or solve any emerging border problems throy

(il a
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2. Border Crossing

Both sides agreed to observe the international standards by continuing to
usc a passport and a border pass for border crossing. They would foliow the
resolutions of the Joint Cabinet Retreat between the Kingdom of Thailand and the
Kingdom of Cambodia held from 31 May-1 lune 2003 so as to facilitate peeples of
the two countries for border crossing and would seck appropriate opportunities for
relevant authorities 10 meet and exchanpe information on a continual basis.

Coordmating authonnes: provinee, immigration and military

3. Prevention of Hicga) Immigrations

Both sides cxpressed satisfaction over the progress of the solutions on
illegal immigrants and agreed to work on in accordance with the resolutions of the
Senior official level at the Second Mecting and the Ministerial level at the Firet
Meeting between Cambodia and Thailand held in Siem Reap, Cambodia from 25-28
October 2003, especially the nationality-identifying process for labors . The said
process would start from 1 to 31 December 2004 as a pilot project, and would come
o actwal practice from January to June 2005, Those who have undergone
certification will receive a certificate of identity (1C) and will be granted one-vear
work permit in Thailand until June 2006,  Afier that. should anvone wishing o
work in Thailand must contact the company 1o be later assigned  with the use of a
valid passport as a traveling document.

Both sides agreed to facilitate the retun of tliegal immigrants in
connection with aceeptable methods and means on humanitarian basis with prior
notification to the relevant authoritics to prevent the return of immigtants of other
nationalities than their respective countrics,

Coordinating authorities: province, immigration and militars

4. Promotion of Border 1rade

Both sides agreed to promote the enhancement of horder trade for the
interest of border cconomic development and well being of peoples living in the
border arcas. To achieve these goals, both sides would cooperate closely 1o solve
the existing problems considered as obstacles to the development of border trade.
i.e. the control of goods quality, standardization of tax collection, ete

Both sides agreed to support more cooperation from the experts of both
sides s0 as to minimize border trade obstacles through the exchange of information
and enhancement of customs cooperation, which would pave the w av toward one-
stop service at the pints of entry,

Coordinating authonitics: province, commereind office, and customs and
goods inspection officers

5. Smugeling of Arms and Explosive Material

Both sides expressed satisfaction over the existing close w arthing
relationship and cooperation between the relevant authorities from both sides. As a
result, the number of arms and explosive smuy

ghing decreased considerably. Both
3 “
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sides agreed to commit their continuing cooperation on suppression and imterdiction
of smuggling of arms and explosive material, the exchange of information and on
joint performance along the border areas.

Coordinating authoritics: province, military and police

6. Robbery of Cars, Motoreyeles
Both sides expressed satisfaction over the cxisting close working
relationship and cooperation between the relevant authorities from both sides which
resulted in the considerable decrease of smugpling of cars and motoreycles. Both
sides agrecd on the cenhancement of their cooperation on the cxchange of
information at the Regional Border Committee and Provincial levels 10 solve the
smuggling problems and bring offenders to court with their stolen/embezzled
vehicles with the objectives to protect the properties of peoples of the two countries
and maintain peace and security along the border areas.
Coordinating authorities: provinee, military and pohee

7. Robbery Along the Border Arcas

Both sides took note with satisfaction over the existing the close working
relationship and cooperation on the prevention and suppression of robbery along the
border arcas which resulted i the decrcased number of robbery incidents over the
year. Both sides agiced to continue their cooperaton on the exchange of
information and the arrest  of 1obbers and offenders.  However, the relevant
authoritics from both sides were fo be reminded that they give due justice 1o every
party concerned while performing their duty so that the people can live peacefuily
n the border areas.

Coordinating authorities: provinee, milttary and pohee

8. P'revention and Suppression of Narcotics Drugs

Both sides took note with satisfaction over the existing working
refationship and cooperation over the year which resulted in the arrests of drug
traffickers in the border arcas and the continual exchange of information which was
of great benefits to relevant authoritics. However, both sides still expressed concern
over existing narcotic problems and agreed to intensify their cooperation on the
cxchange of information on the route of drug trafficking, drug dealers and traders
and also on the suppression and interdiction against import and export of precursors
or chemical substance for drug production.

Both sides also agiced to organize anti-drug activities o campmgns for
the benefits of peoples of the two countries who live along the border arcas.

Ceordinating authoritics: province. military and police

Both sides took note with satisfaction over the visit of two Royal ‘Thm
Navy ships, HTMS Ratanakosir and HTMS Hua Hin, to Sihanonkvilie, Cambodia
from 13-17 Seprtember 2004, The visit was considered 1o be the firgt of ms kind

Chi



cince the cstablishment of the diplomatic relationship  between Thailand and
Cambodia in 1950, thus reflecting the close relationsiip and cooperation which
would serve to further promote  nore cooperation between the navics of the wtwo
countrics in other arcas, especially for order and security at sea.

To promote the good relationship between the navies of the two
countries, both sides agreed to maintain the exchange visit in the future Both sides
agreed to maintain their cooperation on the establishment of sceurity at scas such as
anti-piracy, salvage of distressed fishing boats, and promotion of observation of
concered regulations and laws of respective countries by fishing beats. Both sides
supported the holding of consultative meetings between the Commitiee on Solving
Fishery Issues of the Chanthabun and Trat Border Defense Command of Thailand
and the Maritime Suppression Commitice of Cambodia in order 1o exchange
information to solve the existing issucs.

Desiring to protect the confiscated ships and propertics of the fishermen
from damage and to prevent violent trcatment from occurring, both sides agreed to
provide protection for the confiscated ships and properties of fishermen, and also
protect the safety of ships from innocent passage in the territorial waters,

Coordinating authoritics: province, military and marine police

10. Cooperation_on Counter-terrornsm along the Baorder Arcas

Both sides agreed to expand their coopesation on counter-terrorism in the
border arcas ic. the cxchange of information, the monitoring of terrorists’
movement and the application of Yegal measures agamst offenders, for the sake of
security of Thai and Cambodian peoples

Coordinating authorities: provinee, military and police

11. Impacts on Social. Economic_and Environmental Matieis in the Border
Arcas

Both sides took note with satisfaction over the on-going cooperation on
solving cnvironmental problems over the year and agreed to cnhance their
cooperation to cope with illegal logging problems in the border arcas by preventing
and suppressing the deforestation, trade of forbidden plants and animals, and 10
protect natural resources both on land and at sea from exploitation.

Both sides also agreed to intercept and arrest producers and users of
counterfeit banknote. Suppress fake and illegal products.

Coordinating autharitics: province, military. police | forest office
and environmental office.

12. Promotion of Cooperation between Border Provinee

Both sides expressed deep appreciation on the on-going cooperation
between border provinces in 4 arcas which were public health, education & sponts.
tourism and agniculture. Both sides agreed to expand cooperation on the arcas of
investment and industry in the cconomic zone along the border arcas which is in
harmeny with the ACMECS.  To achicve these goals, the development of
infrastructure is needed to accommodatie the growing cconomy along the border

O
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areas which include the development of road, power

supply, waterwork and
telecommunication svstems.

Both sides agreed 1o promote knowledpge of and underst
danger of the communicable discascs such as  avian’bird
tuberculosis, maian

andimg on the

influenza,  Asds,
a and diarrhea among people who live along the border
Check the patient’s medical record before sending them ov

Coordinating authority: province.

13. Cooperation on 1 De-mining

eas.,
¢r the border.,

Both sides agreed to support the operation of de-mining in the border
areas by relevant authorities of the two counirics, cs

pecially at the border points of
entry areas where peoples o

[ both countries cross the border and conduct border
trading i order to ensure the safety in lives and propertics.

Coordinating authority: military
14. Miicit Antique_Trading

Both sides agreed to observe the bilateral
Dicit Trafficking and Cross-border Smuggling
and Restituie 1o the Countrv of Origin signed between the Governments of
Thailand and Cambodia in Phnom Penh on 14 e 2000,

Both sides agreed to suppress and inte
maovable cultural propertics back ta the country of ongin. Both sides wijl keep their
relevant authorities and peopie along the border areas informed and aware of the
circumstance and the importance of their cooperation i this matier,

Coordinating authorities: provinee. military and police

agreement to Combat Against
of Movable Culural Property

reept antique smugglers and return

V. Date and Venue of the Next Meeting of the Regional Border Committee

The two sides agreed that the Ninth
Committee would be organized in Thailand.
will be determined later,

Meeting of the Regional Border
The date and venue for the mecting

V1. Closing Session

Vice Admiral Wirat Damrongcharoen, Commander of the
and Trat Border Defense Command, Thai Co-chairm
to Lieutenant General Khaew Samuon, Comm
Cambodia and ail Cambodian delegates for
Thai delegation and his satisfaction over the
was very friendly and bore fruitful resuits.

Licutenant General Khaew Samuon. Comm
Region of the Kingdom of Cambaodia, CXPresse

appreciation  to Vice Admiral Wit Damrenpeharoen, Commander of the
Chanthabun and 1rat Border Defense Command for his

and cooperation which resulted in salisfactory

Chanthaburi
an, expressed his appreciation
ander of the Thitd Military Region of
their warm welcome extended 1o the
good atmosphere of the meceting which

ander of the Third Military
d his sincere thanks and deey

Suppahive detetmnsite
sueeess of the mecting, leading

ors 5
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promotion of good relations between the two countries and scewrity of theis
respective citizens.

Signed on 25 November 2004 at Koh Kong Imernational Resort Club,
Mondolsima District, Koh Kong Province. Cambodia by Licutenant General Khacw
Samuon, Commander of the Third Military Region of Cambodia and Vice Admiral
Wirat Damrongeharoen, Commander of the Chanthaburt and Trat Border Defense
Command of Thailand

Donc in triplicate in the Khmer, Thai and English languages. ail texts

being cqually authentic. In case of any divergence of interpretation, the Enghsh text
shall prevail.

For the Government of For the Government of

The Kingdom of Thailand The Kingdom of Cambadia
i
e, -
C N I
(*‘_)LS (».g\f"v'as

. . -~ . -~
Vice Admiral Licutenant Cieneral

(Khaew Samuon)
Commander of
The Third Military Region
Chairman of the Regional
Border Commutice
{Cambodia)

r

PN

(Wirat Damrongcharoen)
Commander of
The Chanthaburi and Trat
Border Defense Command
Charman of the Regional
Border Commitice
(Thailand)
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