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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research were to study (1) some aspects of economic
and social status of farmers in Tron District, Uttaradit Province, (2) cassava
production and marketing, and (3) problems and suggestions on cassava production
for energy.

The samples of this study were 81 farmers in Tron District, Uttaradit
Province. The data were collected from the samples and analyzed by using computer
program. The statistics were percentage, mean, standard deviation, maximum and
minimum values.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) Most of the farmers were
male and average age was 44.86 years; They were educated at primary level; They
were a customer of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives; The
average number of member of family was 4.02 persons; The average number of the
member of family who worked in the plantation was 2.33 persons. 2) The average
area for cassava plantation was 20.68 rai; The average duration of experience in
planting cassava was 8.46 years; The cassava variety used in plantation was
“Kasetsart 50”; The soil type used to plant cassava was sandy loam soil; In the soil
preparation stage, they spread the soil with manure to fertilize it; Young cassava
stalks were directly planted into the soil, The formula of chemical fertilizer used for
the soil was 15-15-15, with average rate 44.14 kg./rai; The average age ready for
harvesting was 12 months; The average cassava production was 3,771.60 kg; The
fresh cassava roots would be sold to cassava factories, if they were at a high price;
And most of the farmers did not know that cassava could be converted to be energies.
3) For the problems and suggestions on cassava production, it was found that the
farmers had problems on lack of knowledge of alternative energy crop production;
The cassava price was uncertain; The cassava varieties which gave high production
were hard to find; The market places were uncertain; They had lacked corporation for
cassava production, and the fuel was expensive. Thus, in order to make the cassava
production for energy been carried out well, there should have been active extension,
and training courses in cassava production for energy for the farmers which would
lead to strengthen the economic status and should have good life.
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