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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic factors of sub-

district soil improvement volunteers, and their operation factors under Region 9 of the Office
of Land Development; (2) the level of their participation in the land development operations;

(3) factors relating to their participation in the land development operations; and 4) problems

and suggestions on their participation in the land development operations under the Office of
Land Development Region 9.

The population in this study were 424 sub-district soil improvement volunteers in
5 provinces under Region 9 of the Office of Land Development. The sample size was
specified by Yamane formula. The samples were selected by simple random sampling
methodology, 114 persons altogether. The instrument used to collect the data was an
interview form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs
were frequency, percentage, mean, minimum value, maximum value, standard deviation, and
multi-regression analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) The average age of the sub-district

soil improvement volunteers was 51.61 years. Most of them were educated at primary level.
The average quantity of the members of their family was 4.22 persons. Most of them had a
social position and were a member of a farmer group. The average of their agricultural area
was 31.46 rai. The average quantity of their labor who had worked in agricultural section was
3.45 persons. The average income of their family in the previous year was 171,259.13 baht,
while their average expenditure was 108,733.14 baht, and their average debt was 126,392.41
baht. The average duration of their being sub-district soil improvement volunteers was 5.42
years. They had been transferred additional knowledge of land development from
government officials at “much” level. Most of them had already had knowledge of land
development, and had overall motivation for participating in the land development operations
at “extremely agreeable” level. (2) The overall participation in land development operations

of the sub-district soil improvement volunteers was at “medium” level, while their
participation in the cooperation and public relations, their setting a sub-district land
development service center, and their making demonstration patches to be a learning center
for sub-district land development was at “much” level. (3) The factors relating to their

participation in land development operations were as follows: Their family income, their debt
burden, the duration of their being a soil improvement volunteer, the level of their additional
knowledge being transferred from several sources, and the level of their motivation for
participating in the land development operations. And &) the sub-district soil improvement

volunteers had overall problems, at “medium” level, on participating in the land development
operations, including collecting farmers’ problems and needs, transferring knowledge
according to the conditions of the problems, setting a sub-district land development service
center, operating mobile soil clinics, and submitting reports of their operations. The soil
improvement volunteers suggested that the government should have supported them, at
“much” level, in general aspects, set field studies and training courses for them, increased
their wage, and supplied them information and enzyme substances.

Keywords: Participation in operations, Land development, Soil Improvement Volunteer,
Office of Land Development Region 9



