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SAIPAN PURIWANCHANA : THE CHARACTERISTICS OF MYTHICAL LEGEND
OF RIVERINE AND COASTAL AREAS IN CENTRAL THAILAND. THESIS
ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. SUKANYA SUJACHAYA, 180 pp. ISBN: 974-53-2724-7.

The purposes of this thesis are to collect and classify the tale types of mythical legend of
riverine and coastal areas in central Thailand as well as to analyse its characteristics. Limited in

35 provinces in the central part, documents are gathered from both texts and field research.

The study reveals that there are 12 tale types. The most popular type, which are 38
stories, is about a sacred object or person coming from water. There are 19 stories about a group
of sacred objects or people coming from water together, 14 stories about shipwrecked people
saved by water spirit, 12 stories about a man who met water spirit on the way, 12 stories about
sacred crocodiles, 7 stories about a drown person becoming water spirit, 4 stories about salty
water changed to fresh, 4 stories about a contest in magic, 4 stories about a hero who killed a
dragon or crocodile, 3 stories about a man transformed to crocodile. And the rarely found types,
which are 2 stories each, are about an unsuccessful marriage and about a sacred place or man
saved from flood. There are 12 unclassified stories, too. All types show that sacred spirits
originated from water and expressed their miracles in water. Besides, there are important motifs

about water.

The characteristics of the mythical legend relate to landscapes, place names and
significant local places. They also relate to the settlement, economic affairs and communication
depending on rivers and seas. Moreover, The characteristics relate to society and culture of
riverine and coastal areas in the central part, which consist of people from many ethnic and

cultural groups.





