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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to: (1) develop an early childhood
curriculum with the use of local substance of Chanthaburi province; and (2) study
outcomes of the experimentation of the developed early childhood curriculum with
the use of local substance of Chanthaburi province.

The sample employed in the survey of local needs consisted of those
involved with elementary schools under the Offices of Chanthaburi Educational
Service Area and under municipality administration in Chanthaburi province as
follows: 40 school administrators, 44 teachers of second year kindergarten classes, 42
second year kindergarten pupils, 42 parents of second year kindergarten pupils, 30
school board members, all of which were obtained by simple random sampling; and 4
supervisors, and 30 experts on local condition, both of which were purposively
selected. The sample employed for experimentation of the developed early childhood
curriculum with the use of local substance of Chanthaburi province consisted of 34
purposively selected third year kindergarten pupils who were studying in the first
semester of the 2007 academic year at Chanthaburi Municipality 1 School. Research
instruments included a questionnaire on local needs, the developed early childhood
curriculum with the use of local substance of Chanthaburi province, a curriculum
evaluation form, experience plans, an evaluation form for the experience plans, and an
evaluation form of preschool children’s formative learning behaviors and attitudes.
Statistical procedures for data analysis included the percentage, frequency, mean, and
standard deviation.

Research findings indicated that the developed early childhood curriculum
with the use of local substance of Chanthaburi province was relevant to local needs.
Its contents comprised six main topics: general geographical condition; historical
background; customs and tradition; folk arts; prominent persons; and local people’s
way of life. As for the curriculum experimentation results, it was found that the
curriculum objectives, contents, activities, and evaluation system were appropriate for
the learner’s age and development level, and could enhance their development in all
four aspects, namely, the emotional, mental, social and intellectual aspects resulting in
increasing the learners’ understanding of the local conditions and enhancing their
good attitudes toward the locality.
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