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The research aims to study the education management of two "Buddhist way of life* schools:
Samma Sikkha Santi Asoke and Wat Bueng Thong Lang which represents altemative and mainstream
education respectively. The research deals with the principle of Buddhism which can be employed in
"Buddhist way of life" schools. How to organize teaching and learing. What is the fruit of such education and
what factors that support or impede the education to foster Buddhist way of life? Qualitative research

methodology is employed.

The study reveals that Samma Sikkha Santi Asoke emphasizes inculcating morality through the joint
effort of school, temple and local community by participating in various daily activities and other annual Santi
Asoke traditions. Students in this school have a chance to practice and develop morality and vocational
training so that they can help themselves to survive peacefully in society. Both guardians, students and
education experts are satisfied with Samma Sikkha Santi Asoke's education philosophy and management
because student learn to live a Buddhist wéy of life with school staff, temple and the Santi Asoke community
providing good role models. The shortcomings are the lack of adequate teachers to closely supervise
students to encourage them to continually learn and develop. Another obstacle is the outside community has
developed in the main stream which is in contrast with Santi Asoke's way of life and is a factor that impedes

the closer relationship within the community.

Wat Bueng Thong Lang introduces Buddhist way of life concept into school in order to foster
cultural heritage and the Thai way. Starting from some school staff realize the importance of Buddhism in
helping school develop and prevent problems in the students, then seek cooperation from refigious
institutions to help train students develop ethics, c_oncentration, and wisdom in line with Buddhist way. But
the main obstacle is it takes time for teachers to absorb and be competent due to the nature of Buddhism
which has both depth and dimension. In practice, Wat Bueng Thong Lang does not have enough competent

personnel to closely supervise and help students.





