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In this thesis, my purpose is to criticize the contextual theories’ approach to the
liar paradox. There are many proposals in the contextual theories but | choose six
important proposals, that is, the proposal of Tyler Burge, Jon Barwise and John
Etchemendy, Haim Gaifman, Robert C. Koons, Keith Simmons and Michael Glanzberg.
Ali of these proposals have the approach to the same problem, the strengthened liar.

There are four parts in this thesis. Firstly, | show that the strengthened liar is the
problem from Saul Kripke's approach to the liar paradox. Kripke shows that, in natural
language, if the sentence is paradoxical, it will get the truth value “neither true nor false”.
The contextual theories show that this approach gives rise to the strengthened liar. The
form of the strengthened liar is as follow, if we analyze the paradoxical sentence as
being neither true nor false, then it follows that this sentence is not true. We have now
apparently asserted what we earlier claimed was neither true nor false. Moreover, the
assertion that this sentence is not true would seem to commit us to asserting that the
paradoxical sentence is true, contrary to the original analysis.

Secondly, | explicate the contextual theories’ approach to the strengthened liar.
The theories believe that when the context is changed, the truth value is changed either.
| divide the theories in three categories. Firstly, the truth value shift as the context shift
into the hierarchy. Secondly, the truth value shift as the context shift in the anti -
hierarchy. Thirdly, the truth value shift as the context expands.

Thirdly, | criticize the three approaches and show that they cannot solve the
strengthened liar because they have three main problems, the problem in their own
apprcach, the problem when switching the truth-bearers and the problem of the
superliar.

In the last part, | show the possible approach to the liar paradox by returning to
Kripke’s view.





