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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic state of farmers
who had produced hybrid corn and maize in Kamphaeng-Phet Province; (2) their background
knowledge of corn planting; (3) their opinions on the conditions in the agreement on the production
and purchasing their products back, the conditions of production investment, the methods of
extension, the forms of extension, the categories of extension, and the utilization of corn seeds: 4)
comparison of the opinions of the farmers who produced hybrid corn seeds and the ones who
produced maize seeds; and (5) their problems and suggestions on hybrid corn and maize
production.

The population in this study were 399 farmers who had produced hybrid corn and
maize in Kamphaeng-Phet Province in the production years 2006/2007. The samples were
selected by using random sampling methodology. The data were collected by using an interview
form. And the statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were
frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation, and t —test
analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of the farmers who had produced
hybrid corn and maize in Kamphaeng-Phet Province were male, aged between 45-49 years. Most
of them were educated at primary level. The average area of their maize and hybrid corn
production was 21.57 and 10.18 Rai respectively. The average labor in their family was 2-3
persons. They had their own equipment and used them in their production. And they usually took
out a loan from a company or the Bank for Agriculture and Corporation which they had to pay by
installments. (2) For their background knowledge of corn planting, it was found that 64.84% of
them virtually answered the questions in the interview form correctly, while 58.20% of them had
their background knowledge of corn planting at “medium™ and “little™ level. (3) For their opinions
on the conditions in the agreement, it was found that they agreed, at “medium™ level, with the
conditions in the agreement on the production and purchasing their products back, the methods
and the forms of extension, except the conditions in the investment with which they agreed more
than before. For the utilization of hybrid corn and maize, it was found that they were utilized
much. For their income obtaining from selling their products, it was found that the average
production of hybrid corn which was 6,671.56 Kg was less than the average production of maize
16,739 Kg, but the income obtaining from producing hybrid corn seeds was nearly as same as the
one obtaining from producing maize. (4) From hypothesis testing, it was found that the opinions of
the farmers who produced maize differed from the ones of the farmers who produced hybrid corn
significantly on harvesting their products, purchasing the products back, and extending the
production through “word™ and “activity™ media. And (5) for their problems on hybrid corn and
maize production, it was found that most of them had problems on the production investment, the
purchasing back price, the money paid in return, the planting season, technology utilization on
production and harvest, the purchasing price specification, their being burdened by debt, natural
disasters, the forms and methods of extension, and energy.
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Province



