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ABSTRACT

KEY WORD : PERCEPTIONS OF SEXUAL RELATIONSHIP / SEXUAL BEHAVIORS /
POSTPARTUM WOMAN

CHIRAPORN ANUCHA AND RATINUN KEAITMALA : FACTORS AFFECTING PERCEPTIONS
IN SEXUAL REL ATIONSHIP AND SEXUAL BEHAVIORS OF POSTPARTUM WOMAN.

76 p. ISBN 974-506-396-7

This descriptive research was a study of perceptions in sexual relationship, sexual behaviors of
postpartum women , the correlation between age, educational level, family income, the child number,
the period of the first sexual relationship in postpartum period and perceptions. The study also
compared perceptions in sexual relationship of postpartum women who had sexual relationship during
six weeks postpartum and the perceptions of postpartum women who did not have sexual relationship.
The sample of this study was composed of 214 six weeks postpartum women who were delivered at
Phra Chom Klao Hospital, Phetchaburi Province. Data were collected with sexual behavior
questionnaire and the perceptions of sexual relationship questionnaire. The obtained data were
calculated into percentage values, mean values and stdiixdard deviations and were subsequentl;{
analyzed with the Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation coefficient and t-test.

The results of this study indicate a fairly good level of perceptions in sexual relationship
during six weeks postpartum among the sample. The data show that 36.4 percent of the sample had
already resumed sexual relationship; most of them resumed sexual relationship at fifth or sixth week
postpartum. The earliest resumption of sexual relationship was at one weeks postpartum. Among the
subjects having postpartum sexual relationship, 82.1 percent reported. dissatisfaction with the
relationship because they worried about dangers, fear of pregnancy and dyspareunia. The study was
found that no correlation between perceptions in sexual relationship and age, educational level, family
income, the child number and the period of the first sexual relationship in postpartum period. The
comparison of perceptions in sexual relations of postpartum women having sexual relationship and the
perceptions of postpartum women who do not having postpartum sexual relationship was significant
difference at the statistical level 0.01.

Referring to the results of this study, it is recommended that nurses should give advice and
should promote appropriately perceptions in sexual relationship of postpartum women and husbands

aiming at reducing the postpartum sexual relationship problems.



