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The main objectives of this study were to find out the reasons why house owners chose the standard houses offered by
the company and to examine why and how they expanded their houses and which area of the house was expanded most. The
economic and social reasons for expansion were also studied. According to the survey, more than half of the houses occupied
between 1996 and 2004 were expanded because of living comforts, more family members and security. The expansion depended on
a change in the social and economic condition of each family.

The subjects were house owners who chose 5 types of standard house offered by Patum Design Develop Co., Ltd. and
who were transferred ownership from 1996 to 2004.The total number of the houses were 45. The subjects were interviewed and the
questionnaire used comprised 5 parts: 1) the subjects’ background, 2) type of house including size, functional area, price, expansion
to find out the reasons for expansion, 3) expansion of house and use of such area before and after expansion, 4) problems arising
after expansion and 5) management about expansion.

According to the data collected from the field study, the subjects belonged to a family of 3-5 and were mid-income
eamners. They spent 800,000-1,200,000 baht on their houses which were built on an area of 50 — 60 square wah. The interior
functional area covered 100 -150 square meters. The area expanded most was the kitchen followed by the garage and washing area
respectively. They expanded their houses mostly because there were more family members. Some found that the interior functional
area was too small, and the garage or the washing area did not serve its purpose well. For example, rain could get into such areas.
As for expansion, there was a roof expansion over the same functional area, and an expansion of the functional area. Some
expanded their houses right after the ownership transfer while others did it after having lived there for 2-6 years. The expansion
could-solve the problems the owners had faced. However, expansion without counseling an expert could cause problems about the
structure of the house such as sinking floor, cracked wall and pipe leaks. The new version of the house also spoilt the landscape of
the old version.

According to the study, although the house was built by a construction company, the owner also made additions to or
altered some parts of the house like those living in houses built by real estate developers. The expansion depended on the family
status and its way of life. Consequently, a house construction company should design a heuse allowing some reom for future
expansion especially a kitchen, garage, washing area and a small bedroom if there is enough area for expansion. If there is limited
land, two types of house should be offered. One is a house with required functional areas but their sizes are small while the other is
a house with a lot of open interior space so that owners can make changes to the house such as by putting partitions in some areas or

connecting certain areas together.





