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This thesis aims at collecting and studying the role of ritual songs in the
healing rite of Phu Tai in Amphoe Phannanikhom, Amphoe Muang Sakonnakhon and
Amphoe Na Wa Nakhonphanom Province.

_ it is found that “Pithii Yao” (yao ritual) is the traditional ritual of Phu Tai
covering 4 provinces, Sakonnakhon, Nakhonphanom, Kalasin and Mukdahan. There are 2
types of rites ; Yao Rak Sa Phu Puay (healing rite) and Yao Liang Phii (offering rite). Both
have songs or recited texts as the most important component.

The structure of the songs are 5 steps ; the invitation and worship the
gods, the investigation and diagnosis, the entreaty, the calling for khwan and the
departure. However there is a special step to threat if the begging is turn down. These
five step are related to choices of words, music and singing texts.

In addition, the ritual songs of Phu ;I'ai play the important role in
effectiveness of the treatment. It is used to investigate, to diagnose, to treat and most of
all to console the patients. There are 3 outstanding characteristics showing the identity

of Phu Tai ; beliefs in phi thaen, music and language.





