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The purpose of this research was to study operation and problems of school-based curriculum development in
the social studies, religion and culture subject group at the secondary education level in school implementing Basic
Education Curriculum B.E 2544 in B.E 2546 academic year. The samples who were the informants wel:c 278 heads of
social studies subject group. The research instrument was a set of questionnaire. The collected data were analyzed by
frequencies, percentage, means of arithmetic and standard deviation. The results of the research were as follows:

1. Operation of school-based curriculum development in the social studies, religion and culture subject group:
it was found that most of the schools developed curriculum at all levels at the same time and spent 1-6 months in the
process of curriculum development. Teachers had involved in every stage of curriculum organization process. Heads of
social studies subject group involved mostly in stage of curriculum preparation and curriculum evaluation.

1.1  The curriculum preparation stage: most of the schools prepared for curriculum development by
planning, developing staff’s curriculum development competencies, survey of basic information and stimulating
motivation.

1.2 The curriculum organization stage: most of the schools organized curriculum content in accordance
with the procedures of the Ministry of Education. Schools adapted core curriculum content to be implemented in school
social studies content and community and local wisdom were included in school-based curriculum. Time allocation and
numbers of credits are fixed according to the Ministry of Education: 160 hours per year and minimum credits for science
and arts programs were 10.48 and 13.02 credits consequently. Most of the schools organized curriculum content by
combining 5 substances at lower secondary level while separate subject based on 5 substances were organized at upper
secondary level. Units of teaching were organized in various approaches: separate discipline, integration within discipline
and across-discipline areas. Lesson-plans were designed in advance and then follow-up by the improvement of lesson-
plans.

1.3 The curriculum evaluation stage: most of the schools evaluated the completion and alignment of social
studies school-based curriculum with social studies learning standards and including content reliability.

2. The problems of the operation of school-based curriculum development in the social studies, religion and
culture subject group: there were most problem in the curriculum preparation and curriculum evaluation stages but there

was less problem in curriculum organization.





