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## 4580186822 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
KEYWORD: JAPAN/CHILDREN'’S LITERATURE / THE SECOND WORLD WAR

PISINEE THITAVIRIYA: JAPANESE CHILDREN'S LITERATURE AND THE
SECOND WORLD WAR. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. Trisilpa Boonkhachom,
PhD. 197 pp. ISBN 974-17-5875-8

This thesis has two objectives. The first is to analyze the composition and the
techniques of Japanese children’s literature, the content of which is related to the
Second World War. These children’s literary works are based on real stories.
Characters based on real people include Hachi-gatsu ga Kurutabini (Whenever August
Comes) of Hide Oe, Garasu no Usagi (The Glass Rabbit) of Toshiko Takagi, and
Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes of Eleanor Coerr. The fictional stories are
Nijiishi no Hitomi (Twenty-Four Eyes) of Sakae Tsuboi, Futari no Ida (Two Little Girls
Called Ida) of Miyoko Matsutani, and Mieko and the Fifth Treasure of Eleanor Coerr.
Japanese children’s literature creates the touch of emotion by showing the cruelty of
war and the plight of child victims. The roles of these Japanese children characters, who
were innocent, orphaned, poor, or ill, cause compassionate feeling and sympathy for
their difficulties and miserable life.

Another objective of the thesis is to study the social context of Japan during the
Second World War, the background and the attitudes of the authors. The welfare of
these children and their families during wartime were affected by the Japanese state
policies which tended to promote the war and nationalism. When the war was over,
children were still being restrained by the state policies changed under the influence of
the US occupation.

In this research, the authors’ backgrounds affect their attitudes towards their
works. These authors either experienced war during their childhood or had met with
child victims. Their works, therefore, convey the attitude against the war and a refusal
of the nationalist idea by aiming for peace. However, the point of view of Eleanor
Coerr, who lives outside Japanese society, is different from those living in society
during wartime. Her work argues that Japan should recover from the traumatic memory
of the atomic bomb devastation in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, whereas children’s
literature written by the Japanese. authors is nostalgic and conveys only the effect of war
on the Japanese without giving emphasis on the narration of the Japanese invasion into
other nations. These Japanese children’s literary works deconstruct the myth of the
military by replacing it with the distressing memory of being victims during the Second
World War.





