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The purpose of this dissertation is to study why Thai Rak Thai — a new born party
won a landslide victory in the 2001 election. It is found that Thai Rak Thai Party's

electoral success resulted mainly from the nexus between structural contexts and the

party's political strategies.

The plight of Thai society after the 1997 economic crisis provided a good
opportunity for Thai Rak Thai Party to exploit the structural circumstances for its political
advantages. To maximize votes the party applied three main strategies — the
presentation of Thaksin Shinawatra , its' leader as the savior of the country; the
intensive campaign of populist platform; and the extensive recruitment of its electoral

candidates from other parties' veteran politicians.





