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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis were to (1) define the role of Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) in
developing local politics in the country; (2) recommendations were proposed in helping solve the problems; and
(3) obstacles that challenge the role of BMA in developing local politics and Government.

The methods used in this research are surveys and interviews. The sample of this survey consisted of
community welfare members in Bangkok. The number of sample totaled 392 people from 14 communities. Interviews
were made on BMA govemnment officials, politicians, and other related citizens, which totaled to 10 interviewees.

Results from the analysis revealed that (1) Bangkok played a major role in the development of local politics
to giving political knowledge, influencing, consolidating and presenting the benefits of recruiting resources into the
political system, and in communicating in terms of politics; (2) The problems and obstacles that were found to affect the
development of local politics include law budget for political development, insufficient political socialization and how
citizens are not encouraged to express their opinions. Oftentimes, citizens were only asked for their support and
cooperation. Ideas and suggestions were neither productive nor creative, budgets were allocated by political leaders as a
means of gaining popularity, and political news were insufficient and discontinuous. In addition, stages for people to be
able to voice out their problems and suggestions were not enough.

Recommendations: Bangkok should pay more attention in getting young people to receive political news
by providing knowledge centers, and community radio and television channels. A budget should be sct aside for
developing politics. Clearly stated policies should be available to give citizens the opportunity to be more politically
involved, and for civil social middle and upper classes to be able to contribute more to politics.
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