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The purpose of this thesis is to study Buddhadasa’s concept of God and to analyze whether or
not Buddhadasa’s concept of God corresponds to Theravada Buddhism. The result of the study
indicates that Buddhadasa’s concept of God does not correspond to Theravada Buddhism because
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s concept of God accepts that there is the First Cause while Theravada
Buddhism does not accept anything like this. According to Theravada Buddhism, everything depends
on each other, so the First Cause principle is impossible.

However, the result of the study reveals that there are some sources in early suttas suggesting
that it is possible to interpret that there is also a thing acting like God in Buddhist teaching. It is the
Dhamma. Looking from this point, what is presented by Buddhadasa Bhikkhu concemning the
interpretation of God in Buddhism does not explicitly create conflicts with the teachings of the Buddha
himself. It merely indicates a difference of opinion from the views of Theravada Bqddhist thinkers like
Buddhaghosa.





