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This research aims at examining information seeking and use by lecturers of the Royal Police
Cadet Academy, in terms of objectives, information sources consulted, search methods, the content,
language and age of information, problems in information seeking, as well as utilization of information

sought.

The finding indicated that the information seeking undertaken by the majority of lecturers of the
Royal Police Cadet Academy served the purpose of lecturing. The consulted formal information sources were
books and textbooks and informal information sources were lecturers' own knowledge and experience. Most
of the lecturers sought information by browsing through library shelves; moreover, the contents sought were
mainly dealt with criminal investigation and researches published in Thai and the information sought was
between 1-3 years of age. The problems found in seeking information were that books and textbooks were
old, out of date and insufficient; the information sources related to policing were small in number; the seeking
procedure by browsing through library shelves sometimes failed to get information as the books were
misplaced and the computers in the department were inadequate for use and low in efficiency. Concerning
to utilizations of information sources, formal information sources exploited at the highest level were books
and textbooks: and informal information sources exploited at the high level were from lecturers’ own

knowledge and experience, personal collections, conferences, seminars, training, experts and excursions.

The 3 hypotheses included: 1) most of lecturers of the Royal Police Cadet Academy sought
information from books and textbooks by searching from the OPAC and browsing through library shelves; 2)
the problems were caused by the fact that information sources were not accessible due to their location and
the information resources related to policing were small in number; 3) most of lecturers mainly made use of
books, textbooks, legal documents and codes of law at the high level. The results of the study both

corresponded and deviated from the hypotheses.





