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The objectives of this research are to understand the content relating to terrorism in
American films as well as the portrayal of Muslim terrorist characters in those films. A total of
6 films are used in this study , all of which were shown during the years 1990-1998, namely,
True Lies, Naked Gun 33 1/3 : The Final Insult, Under Siege 2, Executive Decision, The
Peacemaker and The Siege. Basically, this is a qualitative research, using textual analysis to
figure out the meaning of the film text. The theories and concepts used as framework for this
study include films narrative, film character, film.genres, simulation, signification in film ,
Hollywood Industry system and terrorism .

The findings of the reseach are as follows. The selected films portray terrorism in
various ways : 1) terrorism as part of religious warfare , 2) terrorism as an organized crime
by group of activists and 3) terrorism as an act of individuals to counteract devastating
power. All films present terrorism as problems that can ultimately be resolved by the
heroes , mostly state authorities.

As regards the portrayal of Muslim terrorist characters, it is found that the selected
films portray them as 1) fighters obsessed by religious belief, 2) mad criminals and 3)
victims of conflict who are overly depressed and furious. However, it is noticeable that in all
films the portrayal of Muslim terrorist characters share similar attributes. They are male from
the Middle East who prefer to use force rather than reason and are distinctively anti-

American.





