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The objectives of this study were to study (1) some aspects of social and economic
fundamental status of farmers in Mueang Surat Thani District, Surat Thani Province; (2) their
state of beef cattle raising, and their problems on the raising; (3) their needs for beef cattle
raising extension; and (4) the comparison of the needs for beef cattle raising extension of the
farmers who had different social and economic fundamental status including different state of
beef cattle raising. :

This study was a quantitative research. The population in this study were all 164
farmers who had raised beef cattle in Mueang Surat Thani District, Surat Thani Province, and
had been registered in the list of the farmers who had raised beef cattle in Surat Thani
Province of Surat Thani Livestock Office in 2007. The data were collected by using an
interview form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs
were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation, and
F-test analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of the farmers who had raised
beef cattle in Mueang Surat Thani District, Surat Thani Province were male. Their average
age was 49.02 years. They were educated at higher primary level. The average quantity of the
members of their family was 4.12 persons, while the average quantity of the labor in their
family who had raised beef cattle was 1.14 persons. The average of their occupied area was
41.94 Rai, while the average area for raising beef cattle was 8.10 Rai. Their average income
obtaining from raising beef cattle was 13,858.54 Baht/year, while their average debt from
taking out loans to be their capital in beef cattle raising was 58,475.32 Baht/year. ) The
average quantity of their beef cattle was 7.12 cattle. The average duration of their experience
in raising beef cattle was 4.58 years. They usually raised the local breeds of cattle, and left
them feed off grass in the grassland. The farmers usually constructed one-storied building
with a triangular end of the roof, wooden wall, and soil floor to keep their cattle, Their cattle
were nat fed on any thick food or minerals, and the cattle feed was not reserved to feed them
in the dry season. The farmers usually used the method of artificial mating for their cattle.
They had problems on insufficient area for raising their beef cattle and for growing grass, and
~ the area was not suitable for raising their beef cattle. (3) The farmers needs for the knowledge
of beef cattle raising, the extension methods, and the support for beef cattle raising were at a
little level. And (4) considering the comparison of their needs for beef cattle extension with

their fundamental status and the state of beef cattle raising, these were their age, their income
obtaining from raising beef cattle, the quantity of their labor who had raised beef cattle, the
quantity of their beef cattle, and the duration of their experience in raising beef cattle; it was
found that the farmers who had different amount of their income, and different quantity of
their labor/ beef caitle needed different beef cattle extension at some statistical significance.





