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PROJECT TITLE : The role of standing committees of government policy
NAME OF RESEARCHER The workgroup of research and development
DATE : December, 1, 2004 - September, 30, 2005

The purpose of this research project is to study: (1) the extent of roles and duties of
standing cpmmittees in the House of Representatives and the House of Senates, (2) the performance
of standing committees in the House of Representatives and the House of Senates, and (3) results
from pursuring the resolutions of committees and report the results towards the government. '

Regarding the first objective pursuant to the extent of roles and duties of standing
committees, Section 189 in Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 and rules of
procedure of the House of Representatives B.E. 2544 and the House of Senates B.E. 2544
stipulate that each House to select members for standing committee and select members or non
members for ad hoc committees. To serve their respective functions and to report to parliament, the
major roles of the standing committees are: (1) to consider bills, (2) to monitoring and scrutinizing
the government administration, and (3) to study and investigate matters of public concerns. .

With respect to the second objective pursuant to the performance of standing
committees in the House of Representatives and the House of Senates.

Regarding deliberation of bills the standing committees in the two Houses have little
role to consider bills but their major roles are to monitor, investigate the government administration
- and study matters related to their power. Standing committees of the House of Senates have more
actions than standing committees in the House of Representatives according to rules of procedure of
the House of Senates B.E. 2544.

With respect to monitoring and scrutinizing the administration of the government,
almost of matters that are of public concerns and in need for immediate resolutions as well as
monitoring the fmplementation policies and administration the government policies declared to the

parliament. It is toward that standing committees play various a very small role.
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Regarding the authorities of standing committees in investigating matters related to roles
and power of the parliament, every standing committee plays its investigative role more actively
than its roles in bills consideration and monitoring the governmental administration. Each standing
committee consider acts according to its power and monitor hot issues situation.

Regardmg the third Ob_]eCthC pursuant to practical results from pursuing the resolution
of committees and report the results towards the government, it is toward that the performance and
efficiency of standing committees is judged on the basis of the number of matters which are
completely considered and studied by the committees and the number of their recommendations and
observations being pull into practice. The current study cannot find the emt:in’cal evidence because
when the committees notified the results of their consideration to the government and its agencies,
the implementation following the committees’ resolutions is dependant on the attention of the
government and its agencies. Moreover, observations and suggestions'l are also important for
practice. If they are concrete, they will be put to use beneficially. If they are abstract, they are
* hardly pull into implementation. The attention of the government and its implementing agencies
committees suggestlons is light since the committees have no power to force the govemment to
~* follow their resoluttons and the committee themselves do not monitor the practxce of the government
seriously. ' ,

Problems and obetacles _ affecting the effective imp.lementation of the standing
committees’ roles are: (1) according to the roles and power of the committees in the constitution
B.E. 2540 section 189, thet'e is no regulations to force the government and its agencies to follow
of the committees’ recommendations and - observations (2) The administrative branches of
government rarely gives cooperation in sendiné their personal to provide informative facts to the
study ‘committees. (3) There is intervention in the operation of the committees from the executive
branch that leads to unconscientious investigative supervision.- (4) The committees has no
supporting management system such as technical officers and scanty Working places for committees.

To conclude, in order to enable the standmg committees to effectively play their parts,
both short-term and long-term plans to strengthen the roles of standmg committees are, needed.

‘ All members of the parliament need to cooperate in developing the legislative body to
vthe extent that it will able to suetain the political system and finally enhanc_e itself to be an effective

| organization that Thai society can depend on. ’





