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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic status of
farmers who had cultured white shrimps in Chumphon Province; (2) their knowledge level,
their knowledge sources, the support of government officials, and other relating factors: (3)

the level of their adoption of white shrimp production technology adhering to good aqua-
cultural practice; (4 factors relating to their adoption of white shrimp production technology

adhering to good aqua-cultural practice; and (5) their problems and suggestions on the factors

relating to their adoption of white shrimp production technology adhering to good aqua-
cultural practice.

The population in this study were all 663 farmers who were registered in the list
of the farmers who had cultured white shrimps adhering to GAP Standard of the Department
of Fishery. The samples in this study were selected by using multi-stage/ specific random
sampling methodology, 157 persons altogether. The instrument used in this study was a
structural interview form consisting of 2 types of questions — close-ended questions and open-
ended questions made by the researcher. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data
by SPSS for Windows computer programs were percentage, mean, ranging/ regression
analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of the farmers who had

cultured white shrimps in Chumphon Province were male. Their average age was 39.58 years.
Most of them — 24.8% - were educated at lower secondary level. The average duration of their
experience in shrimp culturing was 3.29 years. The average of their own occupied agricultural
area was 5.76 Rai. Their income was obtained from selling their white shrimps at average
price - 118.85 Baht/kg. This income was mostly half of their family income — 45.20%. Most
of them did not take out any loans to be their capital in the production. The average quantity
of their permanently employed labor who assisted them to culture their white shrimps was
2.55 persons. (2) Considering their fundamental knowledge of white shrimp production

adhering to good aqua-cultural practice, it was found that their knowledge was at medium
level. They had mostly been transferred knowledge of white shrimp production from their
ancestors and relatives. They were supported in white shrimp production by government
officials at medium level. (3) Considering their adoption of white shrimp production

technology adhering to good aqua-cultural practice, it was found that the farmers adopted the
production technology at medium level. (4) Considering their factors relating to their adoption

of white shrimp production technology adhering to good aqua-cultural practice, it was found
that they were their knowledge level, the selling price of white shrimps, and their motivation
for white shrimp production. And (5) For their problems and suggestions on the technology
adoption, it was found that they had problems on the selling price of white shrimps which was
rather low. They suggested that the central government should have guaranteed the selling
price of white shrimps so that the price was not too low.

Keywords: An Adoption of Technology, White Shrimp Production Technology, Good
Aquacultural Practice, Chumphon Province



