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ABSTRACT 200419

This study seeks to understand and study the ideas and work of grassroots “feminists”
in Maharaj and Fah Perd communities (pseudonyms), a Peoples’ Organizatio'n‘ located in two
urban slum communities in Chiang Mai. The study seeks to trace their development, or
repositioning, of their identities from being “ordinary women” to being activists for women’s
rights.

The research finds that activists for women’s rights have developed and repositioned
their identities based on internal and external influences. The internal influence is derived from
the conditions of dealing with social problems surrounding the lives of urban slum dwellers, of
which the main one is “land and settlement insecurity”. Women and men were mobilized to work
alongside in several campaigns for community rights. The external influence is from women
NGOs, who came to communities to support development work. They also empower women in
these communities through several capacity building programs.

Under these influences, their perception of “women’s rights” and of themselves have
transformed into acute awareness of women’s issues, and their urge to participate in women’s
rights movement. However, they have selected certain ideas and practices, combined with their
social and cultural capital, to come up with their own approaches that are based on their local
contextual communities.

The research also finds that these women perceive their success as a result of
community participation. Their work aims at mobilizing community participation to advocate for
“community rights” as well as “women’s rights”. Therefore, women’s rights campaign is
“community’s strategies” in two senses: first, it is to develop women’s rights toward a more equal
gender relations, second, it is a social activity aimed at changing the stigmatized perception of

“urban slum dwellers” into an empowered community that has the capacity to address several

social issues such as gender, environment, and community development. This is ultimately to

build legitimacy in their movement for the rights to community settlement.





