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THEFT ACT 1968

Section 15 Obtaining property by deception

(1) A person who by any deception dishonestly obtains property belonging to
another,with the intention of permanently depriving the other of it, shalt on conviction on
indictment be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years.

(4) For purposes of this section ‘deception’ means any deception (whether
deliberate or reckless) by words or conduct as to fact or as to law, including a deception
as to the present intentions of the person using the deception or any other person.

Section 16 Obfaining pecuniary advantage by deception

(1) A person who by any deception dishonestly obtains for himself or another
any pecuniary advantage shall on conviction on indictment be liable to imprisonment for
a term not exceeding five years.

(2) All cases in which a pecuniary advantage within the meaning of this
section is to be regarded as obtained for a person are cases where-

(a) [repealed]; |

(b) he is allowed to borrow by way of overdraft, or to take out any policy of
insurance or annuity contract, or obtains an improvement of the terms on which he is
allowed to do so; or

(c) he is given the opportunity to earn remuneration or greater
remuneration in an office or employment, or to win money by betting.

(3) For purposes of this section ‘deception’ has the same meaning as in
section 15 of this Act.

Section 22 Handling stolen goods ’

(1) A person handles stolen goods if (otherwise than in the course of the

stealing) knowing or believing them to be stolen goods he dishonestly receives the
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goods, or dishonestly undertakes or assists in their retention, removal, disposal or
realisation by or for the benefit of ancther person, or if he arranges to do so.

(2) A person guilty of handling stolen goods shall on conviction on indictment
be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding fourteen years,

Section 25 Going equipped for stealing, etc.

(1) A person shall be guilty of an offence if when not at his place of abode, he
has with him any article for use in the course of or in connection with any burglary, theft
or cheat.

(2) A person guilty of an offence under this section shall on conviction on
indictment be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years.

(3) Where a person is charged with an offence under this section, proof that
he had with him any article made or adapted for use in committing a burglary, theft or
cheat shall be evidence that he had it with him for such use.

(4) Any person may arrest without warrant anyone who is, or whom he, with
reasonable cause, suspects to be, committing an offence under this section.

(5) For purposes of this section an offence under section 12(1) of this Act of
taking a conveyance shall be treated as theft, and ‘cheat’ means an offence under

section 15 of this Act.

THEFT ACT 1978

Section 1

(1) A person who by any deception dishonestly obtains services from another
shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) It is an obtaining of services where the other is induced to confer a benefit
_ by doing some act, or causing or permitting some act to be done, on the understanding
that the benefit has been or will be paid for.

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of sub-section (2) above, it is an

obtaining of services where the other is induced to make a loan, or to cause or permit a
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loan to be made, on the understanding that any payment {whether by way of interest or
otherwise) will be or has been made in respect of the loan.

Section 2

(1) Subject to subection (2) below, where a person by any deception--

| (a) dishonestly secures the remission of the whole or part of any existing

liability to make a payment, whether his own liability or another's; or

(b) with intent to make permanent default in whole or in part on any
existing liability to make a payment, or with intent to let another do so, dishonestly
induces the creditor or any person claiming payment on behalf of the creditor to wait for
payment (whether or not the due date for payment is deferred) or to forgo payment; or

(c) dishonestly obtains any exemption from or abatement of liability to
make a payment;he shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) For purpose of this section "liabiliity" means legally enforceable liabiliity;
and subsection (1) shall not apply in relation to a liability that has not been accepted or
established to pay compensation for a wrongful act of admission.

(8) For purposes of subsection (1)(b) a person induced to take in payment a
cheque or other security for money by way of conditional satisfaction of a pre-existing
liability is to be treated not as being paid but as being induced to wait for paymént.

(4) For purposes of subsection (1)(c) "obtains" includes obtaining for another

or enabling another to obtain.
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