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The aim of this study was to investigate household socio-economic backgrounds,
problems and needs of potato growers as well as to comparatively study the needs of potato
growers in Changwat Sakon Nakhon. Multi-stage random sampling technique was used to obtain
200 samples from the farmers who grew potato with private company in the year of 2003/2004.
Data were collected by interviewing technique and statistically analyzed by using the computer
program SPSS for Windows for the percentage, frequency, minimum,"’maximum, aﬁthmetic mean,
standard deviation, t-test, F-test and Scheffe’s test..

The results showed that the majority of potato growers were male (67.5 %) and were the
member of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (73.0%). The farmers,
obtained primary education, had the average age of 44.3 years olds, the average family size of 4.4
persons, and the average labor of 2.6 persons per household. The average land holding of the
family was 8.5 rai and 34.0 % of the farmers have their own agricultural land. The average on-
farm and off-farm annual incomes were 55,618.40 Baht. Farm families accounted for 30 % had
loans for potato production whereas 45 % of farm families had loans for other agricultural
activities. The average household loan was 13,390.00 Baht. More than half, 58.5% of the farmers
produced potato in the medium fertility of sandy soil and 78.5 % of the farmers planted it in
irrigated area.

The growers had been engaging in potato farming for an average duration of 1.8 years and
had average cultivated area of 2.1 rai. The average value of inputs obtained from the company
was 13,730.69 Baht. The cost of production in cash per rai, the average total cost, and the
average total cost per rai were 2,047.19, 18,317.41, and 8,683.29 Baht, respectively. The average
household total yield and average yield per rai were 5,423.9 and 2,513.35 kilograms, respectively.
The potato farmers had the returned income of 40,679.36 Baht. The main problems of potato
cropping were due to capital and production input insufficiency.

The need of potato growers in a “high” level in potato production was weed, disease, and
insect control. For extension techniques, they had a high level of needs in the following items;
individual farmer visiting, demonstration plot, training, demonstration, fieldtrip, handbooks and
exhibition. On the aspects of service and support, they had a high level of needs on the following
items; coordination for the meeting between government official and the company prior to
Jaunching the project, loan support, provision of equipment and input supplies, advice on crop
cultivation, coordination with the company regarding the loan repayment.

The results of comparison revealed that the growers with different socio-economic status,
ages, cultivated land, experiences and obtained income had statistically significant differences on

some aspects of their needs.





