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Abstract
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The objectives of this research aimed at 1) growing and farmers’ needs
situations towards the rubber extension in Phrao and Chai Prakan District, Chiang
Mai Province 2) investigating the relationship between economic and social factors
and farmers’ needs and 3) exploring problems and recommendation related to their
situations.

The sample in this study were 172 farmers who grew rubber in Phrao and Chai
Prakan District, Chiang Mai Province. Data was collected by questionnaires and
statistical techniques were descriptive statistics and Chi-square.

The research results revealed that most farmers’ had average age 49.1 years
old and primary education level. The number of labor was 4 persons. Their main
occupation was agriculture. The average farm size was 15.8 rai and their average
income was 102,401.7 bath per annum. They used their own capital in rubber trees
growing. Getting young rubber trees for growing and knowledge about growing
rubber trees from office of the Rubber Replanting Aid Fund. Most farmers had
participated in various groups , for example: Agricultural Cooperative, farmers group ,etc.

Most rubber farmers growing had objective to grow rubber trees by hoping in
the long run as a heritage for their children. Formerly, the growing rubber trees area

was longan orchard. The variety of rubber is RRIM 600 with the average rubber
growing area of 12.8 rai and the average growing 83 trees per rai. Most of them used
rain water for growing rubber trees and making fire protect on line. The average
replanting 16.8 trees per household when they are lyear old.

The research results revealed that their knowledge about para rubber at present
were at minimum level that is 1.94 on average and had high level needs at high level
that is 4.30 on average.

Factor affecting needs of rubber extension were found Only labour was
significantly related to needs of rubber extension of considering each factor
separately, it was found that issues : 1) As for rubber trees treatment, rubber incision
and rubber slabbing, only income was statistically significant 2) Concerning to
extension method and knowledge transfer, labour indebtedness had statistically
significant 3) As for producing support, age, educational level, farm size, information
and training had statistically significant, and 4) Concerning to marketing support their
had no any factors statiscally significant.

Problems and recommendation were lack of water in the dry season. Problem
of the death of rubber trees and replanting. There was no fertilizer and chemical
support from the government and other relating organizations. Lastly, farmers
anticipated that their will lack of revolving fund before rubber incision.





