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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at probing indebted teachers’ values, value systems and life
styles. Those studied were selected from Lamphun Provincial Office of Primary Education
teachers who were both formally and informally indebted. It relied on available research
studies and 5 other conceptual and theoretical frameworks, namely, 1) those related to
beliefs, values and human behavior; 2) those dealing with consumerism; 3) those related to
human needs; 4) those concering teachership; and 5) those concemning entry into
indebtedness. They were used to guide the investigation, collect needed data and explain the
encountered phenomena.

The study found that indebted teachers shared both similar and different values
partially induced by personal ideas and beliefs that what they had done were both worthwhile
and justified, e’g., good life, equality, happiness, ambitions, generosity, creativity (Such as
home building), further study, dressing, and career success. Some simply imitated what
others had done while others were plainly influenced by prevalent consumerism and driven
by commercial advertisements and propagandas. Thus, they tried to do everything possible
just to acquire and be in possession of in order to meet those values and needs. What had
been acquired were both necessary and unnecessary.

As regards their value systems it was found that, according to the studied teachers,
being teachers was already a valuable thing in itself because teaching was a person-building
and subsequently nation-building career. It not only contributed to the society as a whole, but

also generated the sense of self-worth since what teachers did was socially recognized as




proper and right. Examples of the latter comprised financial loans acquired for social work
donations and / or contributions, building homes for themselves and their families, seeking
material comfort; extending generosity to others, contributions to the common good, being
accepted as members of certain groups or recognized as contributing participants in
community affairs and as community natural leaders, tec. Moreover, incurred debts were
spent as expressions of self-worth, individuality and self-determination to do what they had
decided such as paying their shares in social gatherings or reception parties, for socially
useful purposes, buying expensive automobiles as signs of boosting their social status,
contributing to socially charitable undertakings more than others as expressive of good group
leadership, or simply gambling the way others did at funeral ceremonies, etc.

As far as indebted teachers, consumption behavior was concerned, it was found to
have been induced by a number of reasons. Some had to do with general values of people in
society, e.g., socializing parties, automobiles and other household appliances acquisition, etc.
Others were socially and psychologically related to human needs in general. They behaved
or wanted to behave in ways society recognized and praised as well as in ways that best met

their own needs, happiness and satisfaction.





