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Abstract TE 154683

This quasi-experimental research aimed tc test the effects of problem - based
learning in integrated practical subjects on knowledge, problem solving ability and
self-direcied learning readiness of nursing students. Sixty-six of second year nursing
students of Boromarajjonani College of Nursing, Saraburi were recruited and
randomly assigned to experimental group and comparative group equally. Both
groups enrolled in six-week practicum to study three subjects including Elderly
Nursing, Comniunity Health Nursing 11, and Mental Healili and Psychiatric Nursing I.
The experimental group received an integrated problem - based learning experience
with three subjects where as the comparative group received the problem based
learning experience with each subject separately. The three instruments composed of :
Knowledge Test, Self-directed Learning Readiness Scale, and Problem Solving
Ability Test were used to gather the data before and after the experimental period.

Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics, t-test and ANCOVA.

The empirical data of this study indicated that the mean scores of knowledge
and problem solving ability in the experimental group was significantly increased and
higher than the comparative group at post-test phase. There were no statistical
differences of the mean scores of self-directed learning readiness in both groups. In
the experimental group, thc mean scores of self-directed learning readiness was no
statistically increased at post-test phase. These findings suggest that the integrated
problem-based learning may be useful in the practical subjects and they should be
investigated in other integrated nursing subjects. In addition, the longitudinal study
should be conducted to follow up the changes of self-directed learning readiness
among participant nursing students.





