HUIN 2

windindRncd mardlainoaddinine

Thai Hetwnik for People Living with HIVZAIDS

1051 Chavansanitwong 45 Bangplad, Bangkok, Thailand.
Tel.(662)8830223 Far.{662)4347578

Bangkok, 17 January 2000

 Mr. Wisiam Clinton,
Presldent of the Uniled States of America

Dear Mr. President,

We the undersigned aro a group of NGOs. PHA {(Peopie Living
with HIV/AIDS) activisls and members of the Thai medical and
legal communities who are working together to improve access
1o treatment and care for 1 milion HIV posilive Thai cifizens.

We are working on many fronis: lo reduce discrimination,
jmprove social and psychologlcel support, care for children
affecled by HIVIAIDS, monitor legal, fabour and human tighls
sbuses of PHA, prevent furlher spread of HIV I vulnerable
populations.improve medical management of people with AIDS
. and Increase access to drugs necessary for the well-being of
" people with HIVIAIDS.

Cumrenlly 2 key Issue for our group is the cost of anti retro viral
drugs (ARV) here In Thaitand that places such theraples well out
of the reach of most Thai PHAs. Tha research and development
cost of several of these ARVs was paid for by the U.S. povernmenl
{NLR) after which exclusive marketing fights were given o U.S.
based multi-national pharmaceutical companies.

A case in point is that of daf (Didanosine} which was developed
and patented by the U.S. National Insfitute of Healkth. Bristol
Myers Squibb was granted an exclusive ficense o market ddi

under the trade name VIDEX, While the NIH has no patenion the .

ofiginal compound In Thatland, Bristd Myers Squibb obtaived a
patent on its particular formutaBion. This patent now prevents the
production of generic ddl in ThaRand, Our group Is therefore
asking the Thal Minlstry of Public Haalth o apply compidsary
license to allow geneiic production of ddl.

The Thai government appears wwiliing o make any move on
cotapulsory flcenstng for fear of creating a U.S. trade backiesh
with thraats of frade sanclions. Such U.S. trade sanctions seems
o have been successfully used in the past to force Thaland o
comply with Unlted States Trade Representatives srequests.

We respecifully reques{ thal your govomment issue a clear
statement of assurance that the (1.6Trade Representatives
office will 1ake no punitive acfion against tha Thai Government
in the event of them issulng a TRIPS complan! compulsory
ficense for the iocal production of ddl.

Yours falthfully,

Mr.Paisan Tan-ud
Chaiomen of PHA Network of Thaliand (TNP+)

Gn Behall of: A0S Access Foundaion, ALOENHoose, ContrsiNGO Coakion 06
ASDS, CenterforLabor irformation Sarvics end Trawing (CLIST), The Churchof
Chrisd in Thaland ATDS Minisivy (CAM), Empowar Foundalion, Faoundaion for
Constaners, Medacins Sans Frordiarss, Naarn Chewdt, NothamNGO Coalianon
AIDS, Northoastem NGOOodﬁonmNDS Pirablcao Group, Human Rights ort
AIDS Protaction Centre, PW“LU&WWWTM“
Health (PATHThulland), Rek Thal Foundalion, Staen-Care, Thai NGO Coallion on
AIDS, Rural Dacdor Asyociation, Ruvat Pirmnaciat Association, NGO-00D

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENTY
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE
REPRESENTATIVE

WASREINGTOH, D.C. 20508

Jan.27, 2000.
M, Paisan Tantid
Chairman of PHA Hetwork of Thastend

Dear Mr, Paisan Tandid:

lamwriting invesponse o yoor letter fo President
Ciinton reganding efforts fo improve access to
treatroent and care for HIV positive Thalcitivers.

We recogrize and sephor the Goverment of
Thailand's goal of exiending effective beatth
care to a¥ ¢ilizens inchuding people now fving
with HOVAIDS. This is a goal we Rilly endoese
and believe can be achieved whie providing
appropriate proteciions for inteBeciual properly.
As the presideni armowunced kas! Docember in
his speech to the WTO ministetial, 204 the Vice
President reiterated in bis Janvaty speech at
the United Nations Socisily Councd, the Unitad
Siates is committed o helping developing
countries gain access %o affordable medicines,
inciuding those for HIV/AIDS. As a resall, the
Unitod States wit enssure the application of U.S.
frads law related to intelleciual properly remains
sufficently fiexible o vespond (o public health
crises.

We ancourage Thai officials 3o explore 3l opions *
for extending access to effective treatmeats,

I Including ongoing direct dlalogue with

manufaciuers. Bl the finaf
choice is one for Thailand fo make.

¥ the Thai government dolemrines thal issuing
a compuisory license is requiced 0 address is
heatth care crisis, the United States will ras0 10
objection, provided the compulsory license &
ssued in a manner fully consistent nith the
WTO Ageeproant on Trade Related Aspects of
Intellectual Propedy Rights {TRIPs).

We shace with the Government of Thalland a
belief that access o modem phaanaceuticals
can be ephanced in a rasnner hal asswes the
safely and efficacy of the dwugs. greseives
inteffectusal property rights, and promotes the
worldwide pursuit of newer., moce effective
mediches.

Sincerely,

Joseph S. Papovich
Assistant U.S. Trade Representalive for
Services, invesiment and intellectual Proporty
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