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Abstract
17405

The purpose of this study was to study and compare opinions towards moral of students in the Faculty

of Archaeology, Silpakorn University on the Noble Eightfold Path including Right Understanding, Right
Thought, Right Speech, Right Action, Right Livelihood, Right Effort, Right Mindfulness, and Right
Concentration. The two major independent variables used in this research are sex and level of study.

Data for this study were collected through a stratified random sampling of 290 students enrolling in
the 2005 academic year. The data were analyzed using a number of statistical methods ranging from
arithmetic mean, standard deviation, t — test, one — way ANOVA, and Sheffe' method.

The results of the study were as follows:

Students’ morality was generally high in overall aspects. The Right Action was highly respected,
followed by or Right Understanding, Right Effort, Right Thought, and Right Livelihood respectively. Right
Speech, Right Mindfulness, and Right Concentration were moderately practiced in most students studied.

Male and female students’ level of morality in the Right Understanding, Right Action, and Right
Concentration was not significantly different. Female students had higher Right Thought and the overall
morality than male students. However, the comparative means found among male and female students were
not significantly different. ,

A comparison of mean of morality measurement based on the proposed criteria showed that the first,
second, third, and forth year students had generally high morality in the Right Understanding, Right Action,
and Right Effort. Moderate morality in the Right Speech, Right Mindfulness, and Right Concentration was
found in students of all years. However, a level of morality in the Right Thought, Right Livelihood, and
general morality found among the first group the first, second, and third year students was higher than those of
the fourth year students.

A statistical analysis of mean difference showed a significant difference in level of morality in the
Right Understanding, Right Mindfulness, Right Concentration, and overall morality between the first, second,
and third year students and the fourth year students (P value <.05).

The statistical analysis also suggested that the mean level of morality in the Right Action and the
Right Effort of the third year students was significantly different from those of the first and the fourth year
students (P value <.05). -

Lastly, the statistical analysis showed that the mean level of morality in the Right Livelihood of the
fourth year students was significantly different from those of the second and the third year students (P value
<.05).





