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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study (1) the types of management of community
radio stations in Muang District, Lampang, and the types of community participation; (2) community
members’ desire to participate in management of the community radio stations; and (3) ways of
managing the radio stations that are more conducive to community participation.

This study was qualitatively and quantitatively conducted. For the qualitative part, the
sample included 10 heads of 10 community radio stations. For the quantitative part, the sample
consisted of 400 residents of Muang District, Lampang, who had listened to the community radio
station programs, chosen through simple random sampling using the Taro Yamane charts at a level
of confidence of 95%. Data were collected using interviews, observations and a questionnaire and
were analyzed using content analysis, percentages and means.

The results showed that (1) community radio stations in Muang District, Lampang, used
one of three management types: 1.1) public management, in which the community participated in
management and the radio station was not for profit; 1.2) government management, in which a
government agency managed the station and the station was not for profit; or 1.3) business
management, in which a private sector company managed the station, members of the community
participated in producing and arranging the programs, and the station was run for profit; (2) As for
community members’ desire to participate in management, the majority of the sample revealed that
they were never invited to participate, but most of those who were invited to participate were only
interested to a small degree. Those who wanted to participate wanted to be volunteers or reporters;
and (3) The type of radio station management that was most conducive to community participation
was public management, because through this type, community members had the opportunity to be
on the board of directors, to set policy and to participate in planning.
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