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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were (1 to study fundamental background of board of

committees of Sub — District Centers for Services and Agricultural Technology Transfer in
Nakhon Sawan Province; (2) to study their participation in the operation of the centers; and 3)

to study their problems and suggestions on the operation of the centers.

The population in this study were 1,920 persons who were on the board of
committees of Sub — District Centers for Services and Agricultural Technology Transfer in
Nakhon Sawan Province in 2006. The sample size was specified by using Yamane’s sampling
table, at 95 % of reliability level. 331 Samples were selected by using level random sampling

methodology. The data were collected by using interview forms. The statistical methodology
used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage, mean, minimum
value, maximum value, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: Most of the persons who were on the
board of committees of Sub — District Centers for Services and Agricultural Technology
Transfer in Nakhon Sawan Province were male, married, educated at primary level or lower
secondary level, their average age was 49.83 years. For their social position, most of them
were a volunteer on animal breeding or a village representative. The average duration of their
being in the position was 4.59 years. Their main occupation was farmer, and their subordinate
occupations were employee and merchant. Their average income obtaining mostly from
agricultural section was 172,867.40 Baht/ year, while their average income obtaining from
non — agricultural sections was 79,419.95 Baht/ year. The average quantity of the members of
their family who had worked on their farm was 2.42 persons. Most of them took out a loan
from either their village fund or The Bank for Agricultural and Corporation. The information
sources from which they had received the agricultural information were agricultural extension
officers, television, community broadcasting towers, newspapers, radio, and their neighbors
respectively.

The board of committees of the centers had participated at “much” level in 2 aspects;
firstly, in the operation of the centers, such as setting co — agreement on the way of
management of the centers, brainstorming of the board of committees, arousing community
leaders, planning the operation of the centers, cooperating on the supply of budget and
managing the capital of the centers, supporting for the operation of the centers; secondly, in
setting activities to support farmers, such as setting sub — district database, transferring
knowledge of agriculture to farmers, giving them a warning of economic crisis or natural
disaster, and approving either information or reports. They had also participated at “medium”
level in public relations, making all activities of the centers known to the public and
persuading farmers in the community to attend the activities.
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