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ABSTRACT

The Political concepts of The Samana Bodhirak has presented in many ways, mainly
such as to support certain political groups who member of Asoke community which having
political concept as him, and he also acting as de facto advisor to a political party called “For
Heaven and Earth Party” even though he is an ordained Buddhist monk. Also, he was built
lifestyle for the Santi Asoke sect. which was ones of Asoke community over the country.

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the characteristics of the Samana
Bodhirak’s political concepts; and (2) the meaning of the concept “Boonniyom.”

This was a qualitative research based primarily on documentary data as well as site
observations and interviews with the Samana Bodhirak (the primary subject of the study), the
assistant secretary of the For Heaven and Earth political party, and Major General Jumlong
Srimuang. Equal emphasis was given to the documentary data, the data from actual on-site
observations and the data from current interviews. The data were compiled and analyzed through
semantic descriptive analysis.

The results showed that the Samana Bodhirak’s political concept is related to both
Dharma and politics and he believes that Buddhist Dharma must be used to organize the social
structure, with substructures to control individuals, in order to solve political problems. He calls
this concept “Boonniyom.” He transmitted this concept to the For Heaven and Earth political
party. It may take several hundred years to actually achieve the goals of Boonniyom. The
meaning of Boonniyom is a system of helping and benefiting others in society through selfless
sharing to achieve the ultimate aim of life according to Buddhism. It is a pattern that can be

applied to every stage of life, including political administration.
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