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45254207 : MAJOR : TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
KEY WORD : TECHNICAL ENGLISH/ TECHNICAL ENGLISH READING EXERCISE

SOMSRI DOUNGSUWAN : THE DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNICAL ENGLISH
FOR READING EXERCISES FOR THE THIRD-YEAR VOCATIONAL-CERTIFICATE LEVEL
STUDENTS MAJORING IN AUTO MECHANICS, AYUTTHAYA SHIP BUILDING INDUSRTIAL
AND TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE. THESIS ADVISORS : ASSOC. PROF. WISA CHATTIWAT,
Ph.D., KANCHANA SUJIT, AND ASSOC. PROF. WATTANA KAOSAL. 214 pp.

The purposes of this study were to develop and test the efficiency of Technical
English reading exercises for the third—year vocational—certificate students in Auto Mechanics,
compare students’ Technical English reading ability before and after using the reading
exercises, and investigate the students’ opinions toward the reading exercises. The samples
consisted of 26 third year vocational certificate students in Auto Mechanics, Ayutthaya Ship
Building Industrial and Technology College, who were studying the subject of English for
Industrial Trades (2000-1223) in the first semester during the academic year 2006, selected
by simple random sample. The students studied eight Technical English reading exercises
within eight weeks and 50 minutes per period.

The instruments used for gathering data were eight reading exercises for third—year
students in Auto Mechanics, a Technical English reading ability test used as a pretest/posttest,
and a questionnaire for surveying the students’ opinion toward the Technical English reading
exercises.

The t-test was used to analyze the data in order to measure the students’ Technical
English reading ability before and after using the reading exercises. The mean and standard
deviation of the questionnaire scores were used to measure-the students’ opinions‘toward the
Technical English reading-exercises.

The findings revealed that :

1) The efficiency of the Technical English reading exercises for Technical English
formative test and posttest was 75.58/76.35 percent. This means that the efficiency of the
Technical English reading exercises was at high level.

2) The Technical English reading ability of the students after using the Technical
English reading exercises was significantly higher at the 0.05 level.

3) The students’ opinions toward the eight Technical English reading exercises
were highly positive.

Department of Curriculum and Instruction ~ Graduate School, Silpakorn University ~ Academic Year 2006
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