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The objectives of the study titled “Social and Environment on communities Impacts from
Chiang Mai Night Safari Project” was to study the social and environment impacts of running
Chiang Mai night safari on the nearby communities during the project operation.

The study objectives were divided into sub-issues as follows: Social impacts consisted of
the impacts on daily life, on social relationship system, production and economic systems as well
as communal believe system. For environmental impacts, they could be categorized as the
impacts on bio diversity, forest, water, soil resources and environment pollution. The data
collection methods were focus interview, informal interview, participant and non participant
observations.

The study showed the impacts of Chiang Mai night safari produced during its operation
on four communities, which were Bahn Tongkai, Bahn Fon, Bahn Nongkwai and Bahn
Tongkainua. Bahn Tongkai and Bahn Tongkainua were the most affected communities.

The social impacts can be described in term of the change of the connection between
livelihood and production way and the conflict relationship and faith reducing toward community

leaders. There was also a suspicious relationship between the people in the communities and the

outsider workers who worked for Chiang Mai night safari in the communities. Besides those
impacts, production and economic systems were affected by the problems of losing land right and
the increasing rate of possessed land of the outsiders. There were the problems of trespassing into
land possessed by temple causing lost its land. Catering business produced more profit for selling
food for outsider workers. The night safari project raised more benefits for banner business, too.
In addition, according to communal belief, the night safari project was inappropriate to spiritual
power, or in the local term as that the project was “kheud” to the locality. That belief spoiled the
communal moral and moral force. For environment impacts, the night safari project caused the
problems of losing local plant and wild animal diversity, losing forest, lacking water for
consumption, soil erosion in the project area, noise pollution, smog from traffic and the problems

caused by using machines.





