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This study, namely, “Social Impacts on the quality of life of people from the
Chiang Mai-Mae Hong Son Rope Way Project: A Case Study of Mae Ma Lai Village and
Dong Pa Lun Village, Kheelek Sub District, Mae Tang District , Chiang Mai Province”, aimed
to study the community context and structure of the Chiang Mai-Mae Hong Son Rope Way
Project, examine the quality of life and the potential impacts on the local people, and propose the
recommendation to mitigate the negative impacts from the project.

Qualitative and quantitative studies were applied to collect the dada through the local
meetings, participation observations, interview, questionnaires and the use of content analysis was
used to analyze the data.. The study revealed that the study area was located on the road 107
(Chiang Mai-Phang), with a suburb type. People had a simple life style and social kinship system.
They were mostly farmers and merchants.

If there was a Rope Way Project, they would be same positive and negative impacts on
Mae Ma Lai and Dong Pa Lun Villages. The positive impacts on socio-economic and life style
were to generate incomes to the community’s members, and could enrich tourism at the local
level. The negative impacts could be the problem with less local transportation such as buses, loss
the agricultural area. The positive health and sanitation impacts could be the improvement of
public health system, and increasing of health personnel. However, the negative impacts might be
the noise pollution, communicable disease, waste and water pollution, and shortage of health
centers. An increasing of the tourists might need more restaurants and local products, but they
might not buy them from the community services, resulting in a loss of green area. While the
historical areas might popular among the tourists, but they might be damaged.

This study recommended that the project should employ the local people, and share the
potential benefit to the community. The project should be constructed during the semester break
in order to avoid noise pollution, health cares, waste management system, in cooperation with the
local authority. In addition, the project should be friendly to the environment and local culture.
The project construction should be located at least 1 Km. from any historical area, and

encouraged the tourists to understand the local culture.





