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The independent study entitled, “Impacts of Commercial Navigation
between Chiang Rung and Chiang Saen on the Thai Economy and Environment”, is
designed to study impacts of commercial navigation between Chiang Rung and Chiang
Saen along the Mekong River on Thai economy and environment according to the
“Agreement on Commercial Navigation on Lancang-Mekong River among the
Governments of The People’s Republic of China, The Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, The Union of Myanmar and The Kingdom of Thailand”. This research work is
undertaken in order to study the aforesaid impacts, both positive and negative, on
economy and environment. It is hypothesized that the using of Mekong River as an
international navigation route through improving the cruising route will affect the -
Mekong environment and people who make use of the Mekong River for their living. At
the same time, it will help increase the Thai-Chinese trade volume through the Mekong
River at Chiang Saen District.

Data for the study are collected from relevant documents, including data from
in-depth interview and key informants concerned. The data arc evaluated through
analytical comparison with the study hypothesis. -

The study results show that since the inauguration of commercial navigation
between Chiang Rung and Chiang Saen along the Mekong River according to the so-
called Agreement in B.E. 2544 (2001), including the improving of navigation route to
facilitate bigger cargo ships, the Thai-Chinese trade volume has been increasing
continuously. In particular, imports and exports are mostly manipulated by the Chinese
businessmen. At the same time, some data show that people who have made use of the
Mekong River are likewise affected because of the Mekong environment having changed.
Additionally, they have not got benefits from the Thai-Chinese trade which has been
increasing in volume.

Moreover, the city of Chiang Saen, a well-known historical tourist city, has
been affected due to extension of the Thai-Chinese trade, especially the community on
the bank of Mekong River, where the Chiang Saen port and other private ports in its
vicinity are situated. It has resulted in disappearance of historical tourist city as well as in

decline of tourists.





