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ABSTRACT

216736

The objective of this research work was to study the separation of ethanol
from two types of mixtures; ethanol-water and fermented sweet sorghum by a
laboratory scale of pervaporation (PV) system. Two type of circular flat sheet
membranes; cellulose acetate and cellulose-10% PV A: polyvinyl alcohol coating was
used. In the system, the membrane was place on top of a membrane reactor.
Variations of operating factors such as ethanol concentrations (10, 15, 20 and 30%),
PV times (15, 30, 45 and 60 min), temperatures (50, 60 and 70°C) and permeate
pressures (50.8 and 101.6 mmHg) were investigated. The performance of the PV
system at each operating condition was evaluated in terms of flux, separation factor
(o) and Pervaporation Separation Index (PSI), respectively. The results was generally
found that both membranes were optimally operated at temperature 60 °C because of

giving in the higher o. For the PV time, when cellulose acetate membrane was used to

separate ethanol from the mixtures of fermented broth and ethanol-water, the PV
‘times were achieved at 45 and 30 mins, respectively while in case of the cellulose-
10% PVA membrane, the PV times were obtained at 15 and 30 mins, respectively.
When ethanol concentrations were varied, it was found that as ethanol concentration
increased the flux and the PSI were trendily increased in both membranes. Whereas
the cellulose-10% PVA membrane was defined as hydrophilic membrane and was
coated. Therefore, the flux found was in less than cellulose acetate membrane but
showed in a higher 0. When the permeate pressure was increased in both membranes.
It was found that the flux was decreased however in case of cellulose acetate
membrane, the o and PSI were decrease that was corresponded to membrane theory.
An exception was found in case of cellulose-10% PVA membrane, the flux and PSI
were slightly increased. In conclusion, efficiency of both membranes were compared
in separation of ethanol from fermentation broth in PV system, it was found that both
membranes gave almost in the same flux but the o (577.366), PSI (136.022 gm™min™)
and PV times (45 mins) for cellulose acetate membrane were higher than in case of
the cellulose-10% PVA was used and showed in a, PSI and PV time at 330.174,
72.747 gm*min™! and 15 mins, respectively. Therefore, cellulose acetate membrane
was possibly suitable for using in separation of ethanol from fermentation broth in the
PV system.





