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45256324 : MAJOR : COMMUNITY PSYCHOLOGY
KEY WORD : COPING BEHAVIORS /KNOWLEDGE ABOUT BREAST
CANCER/ HARDINESS PERSONALITY / SELF - ESTEEM
SOAWANEE JANTARAT : COPING BEHAVIORS OF BREAST CANCER
PATIENTS IN NAKHON PATHOM HOSPITAL. THESIS ADVISORS :ASSOC. PROF.
SURAPOL PAYOMYAM,Ph.D., ASST. PROF. NUANCHAVEE PRASERTSUK ,Ph.D.,
AND ASSOC. PROF. NANTIGA YAMSRUAL. 149 pp.

The purposes of this research were 1) To study knowledge about breast
cancer, hardiness personality , self — esteem , problem - focused coping ,and emotion —
focused coping of breast cancer patients. 2) To compare problem - focused coping ,and

emotion — focused coping among breast cancer patients by ages, education levels ,
status , families income , ill duration and staging of breast cancer of breast cancer
patients. 3)To study knowledge about breast cancer, hardiness personality and self —
esteem as the predictor of problem — focused coping , and emotion — focused coping
of breast cancer patients. The samples of this study were 286 breast cancer patients
who came to follow up at surgical clinic , the out- patient department of Nakhon
Pathom Hospital . The samples derived from systematic random sampling technique .
The instruments used were questionnaire schedules which constructed by the
researcher . The data were analyzed by percentage , mean, standard deviation, One —
way ANOVA, and Stepwise Multiple Regression technique .

The results of the research were

1)The hardiness personality ,the self - esteem, the problem - focused
coping ,and the emotion — focused coping of breast cancer patients were high . The
knowledge about breast cancer of breast cancer patients was average .

2)The problem < focused| | copingZ ) of Cbreast) ‘cancer /patients) /| with diffeérent
ages , |leducation| |levels’, status’/, families| income ), ill"/duration ) and [ staging/of | breast
cancer'were not ‘significantly different.

3) The emotion - focused coping of breast cancer patients with different
education levels were significantly different at a statistical level of .05. Ages, status ,
families income , ill duration and staging of breast cancer were not significantly
different .

4) The self — esteem ,the hardiness personality and the knowledge about
breast cancer could predict the problem —focused coping of breast cancer patients at
a percentage of 38.3, with a statistically significant at .001 .

5) The self — esteem could predict the emotion — focused coping of breast
cancer patients at a percentage of 11.0, with a statistically significant at .001 .

Department of Psychology and Guidance Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2006
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